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MOTES  ON  THE  CASE  OF  GLEYSTEEN  AND  FIELD. 


ist .  With  the  questions  of  alleged  irregularity  in  the  proceedings 

of  the  Presbytery  cf  Brooklyn,  we  are  not  concerned,  as  those  questions 
do  not  affect  the  validity  of  the  ordination  of  Ivlr.  Field  and  Mr.  Gley- 
steen,  and  as  they  concern  only  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  in  its  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  higher  judicatories  of  the  Church.  Whether  the  Fresbytery 
should  have  set  aside  certain  rules  or  not,  the  fact  is  it  did  in  its 


—  discretion  set  them  aside,  and  the  Synod  while  taping  exception  to  the 

,  / 

1  __  4  method  did  not  rescind  the  act.  These  questions  should  therefore  be 
'Yv*'.g  eliminated  from  our  consideration  of  the  missionary  aspects  of  the  case. 

0v^  The  statement  that  the  Board  December  5th  finally  approved  the 


0 


2nd . 


sailing  of  Messrs.  Field  and  Gleysteen  by  a  vote  of  six  to  four,  while 
accurate  as  a  matter  of  fecord,  creates  a  wrong  impression  as  to  the  real 
judgment  of  the  Board.  One  member  of  the  Board  who  was  present  did  not 
vote  because  he  was  in  the  Chair,  but  he  has  stated  that  if  he  had  not 
been  In  tiie  Chair,  he  would  have  voted  with  the  majority.  Another  mem¬ 
ber  who  was  present  did  not  vote  because  of  his  personal  relation  to  the 
case,  but  he  had  at  a  previous  meeting  voted  to  approve  the  sailing  of 
these  men  and  he  later  accepted  kkx  appointment  on  a  Committee  to  prepare 
an  answer  to  the  protest  now  under  consideration.  Moreover  one  of  the 
four  men  who  voted  with  the  minority  afterward  declined  to  sign  the  pro¬ 
test  on  the  ground  that  there  were  some  elements  in  the  situation  of  which 
he  had  not  been  informed  on  account  of  his  absence  from  previous  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Board.  Six  members  of  the  Board  were  absent.  So  far  as  known 
not  one  of  them  would  have  voted  with  the  minority,  but  three  of  them  to 
our  psxnsicroad  knowledge  would  have  voted  with  the  majority  if  they  had 
been  present.  Cut  of  a  Board  of  twenty  members,  Dr.  Paxton  having  died, 
the  minority  of  four  represents  so  far  as  we  know  the  total  objection 
in  the  Board  to  the  sailing  of  these  men,  and  of  the  four  only  three 


have  put  their  objection  in  the  form  of  a  protest.  Of  course  these 
considerations  are  not  vital  to  a  decision  of  the  question  which  is 
no v/  before  the  Committee,  but  they  should  perhaps  be  made  to  correct 
any  possible  misapprehension  as  to  the  real  attitude  of  the  Board. 

/  3rd .  I  thoroughly  respect  and  sympathize  with  the  motive  of  the 

protestants  in  desiring  that  only  men  of  sound  evangelical  views 

should  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field.  I  am  sure  that  the  Committee 
will  believe  me  when  I  state  that  not  one  member  or  officer  of  the 
Board  favors  sending  to  the  field  any  man  who  is  unsound  in  the 

faith.  The  standing  in  the  church  of  the  members  and  officers  of  that 
Board  should  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  this.  Altogether  they  form 
as  soundly  an  evangelical  Board  of  men  as  it  would  be  possible  to 
gather  from  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  question,  therefore,  is  not 
at  all  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  Board  to  send  unsound  men  to  the 
field . 


4th .  There  is  no  adequate  evidence  in  our  judgment  that  Messrs. 

Field  and  Gleysteen  are  unsound  in  their  Theological  views-  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  not  one  of  the  protestants  ever  saw  Messrs.  Gley¬ 
steen  and  Field,  ever  heard  a  word  from  their  lips  or  so  far  as  I  know 
ever  saw  a  line  from  their  pens.  The  protestants  are  wholly  dependent 
upon  the  statements  of  a  small  minority  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn. 
But  the  members  of  that  minority  stated  their  objection  on  the  floor  of 
the  Presbytery  at  the  time  when  Messrs.  Field  and  Gleysteen  were  up  for 


xamination.  The  other  members  of  the  Presbytery  differed  with  the  mi- 
/  a  nority  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  views  of  the  candidates  under  con- 
p  sideration  .  But  to  make  sure  that  no  mistake  was  being  made  and  in 
/  deference  to  the  fears  of  the  minority,  the  two  young  men  were  called 
back  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  and  were  carefully  ex¬ 
amined  we  are  told  for  a  solid  hour  in  Theology  alone,  after  whixjh  the 
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Presbytery  by  a  three-fourths  majority  emphatically  sustained  their  ex¬ 
amination  and  ordained  them.  Now  the  simple  question  is,  shall  we  ac¬ 
cept  as  decisive  the  statements  of  a  small  minority  whose  views  were 
thoroughly  made  known  to  the  Presbytery  and  were  over-ruled  by  that  body, 
or  shall  we  accept  as  decisive  the  thrice  repeated  and  decisive  opinion 
of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  Presbytery  that  these  men  are 
sound?  I  appreciate  the  difficulties  especially  as  I  have  a  warm  person¬ 
al  friendship  for  some  of  the  members  of  the  minority,  but  I  have  also 
a  warm  personal  friendship  for  and  all  confidence  in  many  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  majority  and  I  feel  that  in  a  matter  of  this  sort,  I  should 
so  far  as  my  own  personal  judgment  is  concerned,  accept  the  judgment  of 
twenty-six  men  rather  than  the  judgment  of  three  or  four. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  protestants  in  their  formal  paper 
hinged  their  whole  opinion  xx  as  to  the  unsoundness  of  these  candidates 
upon  the  statement  of  an  "honored  member  of  our  Board.  The  member  re¬ 
ferred  to  is  the  Honorable  Darwin  R.  James,  but  Mr.  James  as  a  member 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  voted  to  license  and  ordain  Mr.  Field 
and  Mr.  Gleysteen.  October  17th  he  voted  in  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  to  authorize  them  to  sail  to  the  field.  December  19th  he  accepted 
membership  on  a  Committee  of  the  Board  to  answer  the  protest  filed  by 
Dr.  Booth, and  Dr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Van  Norden,  and  his  name  is  signed  to  the 
answer  to  that  protest  which  will  be  found  upon  the  records  of  the  Board. 
These  facts  should  certainly  be  decisive  as  to  the  position  of  Mr.  James 
and  should  serve  to^u^(  any  argument  based  upon  his  opinion  that  the. 
men  in  question  are  unsound. 

It  is  true  that  the  minority  of  the  Presbytery  in  withdrawing 
their  complaint  to  Synod  did  so  in  a  written  statement  which  appeared 
to  imply  that  in  their  judgment  the  Presbytery  had  ordained  men  who  are 
unsound,  but  the  statement  does  not  affirn?  that  the  Presbytery  had  done 


so . 


The  supposition  that  the  Presbytery  had  thus  acted  is  a  in¬ 

ference  and13^^^  a  man  cannot  be  tried  on  an  inference-  If  the  com¬ 
plainants  actually  believed  that  Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Gleysteen  were  net 
sound  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement,  it  was  their  duty  to  say  so 
in  a  positive  form  and  since  they  did  not  put  their  statement  in  positive 
form,  that  statement  should  beeliminated.  We  may *have  our  opinion  as 
to  the  wisdom  and  fairness  of  the  complainants  making  such  an  indirect 
and  inconclusive  statement,  but  surely  we  cannot  condemn  the  men  to  whom 
reference  is  made  on  such  a  purely  negative  inference.  Moreover  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  tootinony  of  the-  0 or r c □  p ond± Chairman  of  the 
Committee  which  waited  upon  the  complainants  and  secured  their  withdrawal 

of  the  complaint,  testifies  that  he  received  it  at  the  time  with  the  ex- 

ing 

press  understand  that  the  Committee  did  not  for  a  moment  conceive  that 
the  Presbytery  had  ordained  men  who  were  unsound  and  that  the  Presbytery 
would  take  the  same  position. 

In  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  the  assumption  that  Mr. 
Field  and  Mr.  Gleysteen  are  doctrinely  unsound  must  rest  either  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  three-fourths  majority  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Brooklyn  does  not  know  what  sound  theological  views  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  are,  or  that  knowing  such  views,  the  Presbytery  is  deliberately 
unfaithful  to  them.  I  submit  that  neither  assumption  can  be  entertained 
for  a  moment . 


5  th. 


The  real  question  at  issue  is  not  the  soundness  or  unsoundness 


of  these  men,  but  whether  the  Boards  of  the  Church  or  the  Fresbyteries 
of  the  Church  are  to  be  the  judges  of  the  orthodoxy  of  ministers.  We 
hold  that  a  "board  is  not  an  ecclesiastical  body  and  that  it  has  no  ec¬ 
clesiastical  jurisdiction.  It  is  primarily  a  permanent  Cofamittee  of  the 
General  Assembly  vested  with  large  powers  and  wide  discretion  for  the 

purpose/ ef  which  it  is  constituted^;  But  ttnose  poweiz^ and  that  discretion 
A  A 
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are  strictly  limited  by  the  authority  given  to  it  by  the  Assembly.  A 
board  has  no  power  to  act  authoritatively  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
judicatory  of  the  Church. 

Now  the  Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  places  in  the 
presbyteries  all  questions  affecting  the  doctrinal  standing  of  its  min¬ 
isters.  It  is  one  of  the  glories  of  our  Church  and  one  of  the  safe¬ 
guards  of  sound  evangelical  religion  and  of  the  liberty  of  the  individual 
minister  that  a  minister  is  responsible  to  his  Presbytery  alone  for  his 
doctrinal  views,  and  that  if  he  is  in  good  standing  in  his  presbytery 
that  standing  must  be  accepted  by  all  the  agencies  of  the  Church.  It  is 
true  that  a  presbytery  may  occasionally  exercise  its  power  hastily  or 
unwisely.  There  is  not  a  scintilla  of  evidence  that  the  Presbytery  of 
Brooklyn  did  so,  but  even  though  some  Presbytery  should  occasionally 
be  careless,  I  believe  that  the  interests  of  Presbyterianism  and  of 

evangelical  religion  will  in  the  long  run  be  more  fully  supported  by 
the 

upholding^authori ty  and  the  dignity  of  the  judicatories  of  the  Church 
within  their  proper  %calg  than  by  bringii^^bwn^  that  authority  and  dig¬ 
nity  by  the  attempt  to  transfer  their  powers  to  other  bodies  which  act 
without  the  constitutional  safe-guards  which  surround  the  presbytery. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  what  confusion  and  injustice  would  result  if  the 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions  were  to  constitute  itself  a  Court  of  Review  and 

q  which 

Control  of  the  Presbyter Is  it  for  us  as  a  Board  to  decide  wh&£  mem- 
(%. 

bers  of  44*e«-  Presbytery  are  orthodox  and  which  are  not?  The  boards  have 

sometimes  been  accused  of  taking  too  much  ujjsk  ppwer  in  the  Presbyterian 

Church,  but  here  is  a  case  where  -trhe-  Icoard  protests  against  being  given  a 

sincerely 

power  which  it  Eartainly  believes  would  be  unwise  and  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  cause. 

The  Board  has  indeed  a  heavy  responsibility  for  the  mission¬ 
aries  under  its  care,  and  the  Board  is  under  solemn  obligations  to  the 


-6- 


General  Assembly  and  to  the  whole  Church  to  see  that  only  men  approved 

in  the  faith  are  sent  to  the  field.  But  we  believe  that  the  method  by 

which  the  Board  shall  satisfy  itself  that  men  are  approved  in  the  faith 

is  net  by  forming  itself  into  aih  eological  court  and  over-riding  the 

judgments  of  presbyteries,  but  it  is  by  referring  questions  affecting 

the  theological  views  of  candidates  to  the  presbyteries  to  which  the 

candidates  belong,  which  is  precisely  what  the  Board  did  in  this  instance. 

If  the  Board  has  reason  to  believe  that  a  given  c.andidate  may  have  some 

which 

views  which  would  unfit  him  for  service  on  the  foreign  field,  and^wjKere 
perhaps  not  fully  brought  out  in  his  original  examination,  the  Board 
should, as  it  did  in  this  instance,  refer  the  matter  a  second  time  to  the 
Presbytery  for  full  inquiry,  but  when  the  Presbytery  reports  its  decision, 
that  decision  should  be  accepted  by  the  Board. 

A  parallel  case  which  I  have  in  mind  occurred  in  connection 
with  the  recent  suit  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin  in  order  to 
determine  whether  the  La  Follette  or  Stalwart  factions  of  the  Republican 

Party  had  the  right  to  print  their  candidates  on  the  regular  Republican 

A 

Ticket  for  the  elections  of  1904-  The  Supreme  Court  found  that  the  law  of 
Wisconsin  vested  the  right  to  determine  such  questions  in  the  State  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  party  concerned,  and  that  tha£  Committee  had  decided  in  favor 
of  the  La  Follette  faction.  The  Supreme  Court  therefore  promptly  decided 
in  favor  of  the  La  Follette  faction  ticket.  In  its  decision,  which  was 
handed  down  October  5th,  1904,  the  Supreme  Court  states: 

"The  foregoing  conclusion  follows  logically  and  necessarily  from 
the  legal  aspects  of  the  case  before  stated-  What  the  real  right  of  the 
matter  in  dispute  might  be  found  to  be,  were  this  court  permitted  to  dis¬ 
regard  the  decision  of  the  special  tribunal^  and  investigate  and  deter- 


ts 


mine  the  merits  of  the  controversy  from  that  standpoint,  it  has  no  right 
to  decide  or  suggest-  Duly  constituted  authority  having  spoken  within  i_„ 
jurisdiction,  it  must  be  conclusively  presumed  here  to  have  spoken  rightly 

t  .  j  ,  . .  ,  .  . 

In  my  judgment  that  is  precisely  the  situation  The  Con- 

A- 

stitution^X  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  places  in  the  presbytery  the  -right 
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to  determine  the  doctrinal  soundness  of  a  minister.  The  Presbytery 
of  Brooklyn  acted  within  its  constitutional  rights  in  determining  that 
question  in  the  cases  of  Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Gleysteen.  The  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  is  therefore  obliged  so  far  as  that  question  is  con¬ 
cerned  to  accept  the  finding  of  the  Presbytery.  In  the  language  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin  "duly  constituted  authority  having  spoken 
within  its  jurisdiction,  it  must  be  conclusively  presumed"  by  the  Board 
to  have  spoken  correctly. 

These  are  the  main  considerations  as  they  appear  t o  us .  We 
shall  be  very  glad  to  have  the  General  Assembly  pass  uxjon  them,  bear¬ 
ing  in  mind  that  the  real  question  is  not  so  much  the  orthodoxy  of 
given  men  as  to  the  methods  which  shall  be  adopted  by  your  Board  of 
Ford  gn  Missions  in  determining  that  orthodoxy.  In  our  judgment  the 
rights  of  the  presbyteries  to  act  within  their  constitutional  powers 
and  the  liberty  of  Presbyterian  ministers  to  be  amenable  solely  to 
their  presbyteries  in  all  matters  of  doctrinal  opinion  are  the  essential 
hangume n  t  c  ^  that  are  involved  in  this  question. 


Dew  York  City,  ovt.  5,  1904, 


Thw  undersigned,  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  whose 
names  were  attached  tc  the  conplaint  of  July  16th, last,  addreosed  to 
the  Synod  of  lew  York,  having  received  fron  the  appointed  Sommittee 
«f  Presbytery  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Presbytery,  requesting  the 
withdrawal  of  the  complaint,  do  hereby  express  their  compliance  with 
said  request,  by  authorizing  the  complaint  to  be  withdrawn. 

In  so  dting,  the  undersigned  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood  that  the  step  which  they  now  take  is  net  due  to  any  change  of 
conviction  as  to  the  things  complained  of  or  the  grounds  on  which 
complaint  was  made.  But,  it  being  manifest  by  expressions  of  members 
in  Presbytery  that  the  object  of  the  complaint  is  already  largely  ac¬ 
complished,  we  entertain  hope  that  in  the  future  a  strict  adherence  t. o 
Presbyterian  doctrine  and  law  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  repeating 
the  step  which  we  have  taken  s.lely  as  a  matter  of  principle  and 
with  very  deep  pain;  and  we  accept  the  assurances  given  us  by  Presby¬ 
tery  that  irregularities  such  as  are  complained  of  will  not  be  repeated. 
We  further  state  that  our  withdrawal  of  the  complaint  is 'only  with  the 
express  understanding,  and  so  accepted  by  the  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  complainants,  that  the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by 
the  complainants  as  an  assurance  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny 
the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards. 

Lewis  Ray  Foote, 

Frederick  Campbell, 

Walter  M.  Altman  , 

Darwin.  E«  James, 

Eliphalet  B.  Terry. 
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James  H.  Jackson,  M.D.  president.  Jr 

Walter  E.greooby.  M.D.  James  Arthur  Jackson.  M.D.  secy/Ggr. 

Helen  D.  Gregory, treas.  Kate  J. Jackson.  M.D 


The  Jackson  Health  Resort, 

Dansville,  New  York.. 

James  H.  Jackson,  M.d.  president. 

Walter  E. Gregory,  M.D.  James  Arthur  Jackson,  M.D. secy k mgr. 
Helen  D.  Gregory, treas.  K at eJ. Jackson.  M.D. 
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James  H.  Jackson,  M.D.  president. 

Walter  E.  Gregory,  M.D.  James  Arthur  Jackson,  M.D.  secy  s  mgr. 
Helen  D.  Gregory, treas.  Kate  J. Jackson,  M.D. 
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Brooklyn,  December  2,  1904. 


Dear  Dr.  Brown: 


Your  lector  came  this  morning.  I  am  sur¬ 


prised  to  find  that  I  failed  to  mail  you  the  letter  which  I  now  en- 
cl6s-\last  nighty  for  it  was  prepared,  enclosed  and  addressed,  and 
here  I  find  it  still  lying  on  my  desk  this  morning.  Tie  temporary 
clerk  did  not  get  me  the  minutes  and  documents  promptly,  and  chore  was 
slight  delay  even  when  they  came  before  my  letter  was  written  .  If  I 
had  not  overlooked  the  mailing  of  my  letter  last  night  it  would  be 
in  your  hands  first  delivery  this  morning.  I  knew  however  that  your 
meeting  did  not  occur  till  next  Monday  and  did  not  suppose  the  slight 
delay  was  at  all  serious.  I  bog  you  to  pardon  it. 


Yours  sincerely. 


y  \ 


Copy. 


ZJMjl 


Oct.  17th. 1904. 


The  Hev.  W.  H.  Hleysteen, 

Alton,  Iowa. 

Sailing  delayed.  Board  deferred  matter 

*ntil  after  Synod  meeting. 

(ginned)  Robert  Si  .Speer. 
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December  23rd,  1904. 


The  Rev.  V.illlam  R.  Richards,  D.  D. , 

14  East  37th  Street,  New  York  City. 

M y  dear  Dr.  Richards:- 

I  regret  that  absence  from  the  city  on  account  of  the 
illness  of  my  son  prevented  my  seeing  you  when  you  called.  I  now 
hasten  to  submit  the  following  replies  to  your  letter  of  the  22nd 
inst.  ihe  Board's  direction  to  the  Secretaries  to  correspond  with 
Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Gleysteen  regarding  their  doctrinal  views  was  given 
October  17th,  and  was  as  follows: 

,  W2S  voted  to  delay  the  sailing  of  Mr.  Gleysteen  and  Mr. 
xlelo  ana  to  defer  further  action  in  their  case  until  after  the  meet- 
mg  ox  the  Synod  of  New  fork;  and  the  Secretaries  were  instructed  to 
correspond  with  the  young  men  with  a  view  to  conference  with  th^m  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  as  to  their  doctrinal  views." 

i/.x  •  -peer  has  drawn  up  ten  reasons,  which  I  enclose  herewith  (enclo¬ 
sure  7/1)  »  v/hy  the  Executive  Council  did  not  carry  out  this  instruc¬ 
tion  immediately. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  November  7th,  the  Board 
virtually  approved  the  action  of  the  Council  by  directing  them  to  re¬ 
frain  f  FO)i.  corresponding  with  the  young  men  (enclosure  $2) »  I  think 
it  worth  noting  that  this  direction  to  the  Council  to  refrain  from 
corresponding  with  these  men  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Booth  him¬ 
self,  who  now  protests  because  the  Council  did  not  correspond. 

The  action  of  the  Board  referring  the  matter  back  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  was  taken  November  7th,  and  was  communicated 
to  the  Presbytery  by  me  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Frederick  Campbell ,D.D. , 
Stated  Clerk,  dated  November  9th,  a  copy  of  which  X  enclose  (enclosure 


(Richards ) . 


2' 


# 3.).  This  letter  was  approved  by  Dr.  Alexander,  Ur.  Stewart,  Dr.  Cobb, 


Dr.  Booth,  Dr.  Fox  and  the  Executive  Council. 

The  reply  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  was  as  follows: 


"The  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Brown,  D.  D., 

Sec’y.  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 


Dec .1,1904. 


I}© sir  3rotti©r  •  *■* 

Replying  to  the  letter  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
Nov.  9th  ult • ,  addressed  by  you  as  Secretary  bo  the  Presbytery  of  Brook¬ 
lyn  through  rae  as  Stated  Clerk  of  the  body,  I  respectfully  report 
at  its  stated  meeting  held  on  Monday,  Nov.  28th, 


the 


that , 
Presbytery  adopted 


the  following  resolution:  ,  ..  .  _ , 

"Presbytery  commends  the  zeal  of  the  Foreign  Boara  that  only 
"men  sound  in  the  faith  be  sent  to  the  foreign  iielo.,  am  ito 
"recognition  that  the  determination  of  that  soundness  is  the 
"concern  of  the  Presbyteries  rather  than  of  the  Board  itself. 

"It  gladly  makes  reply  to  the  Board’s  inquiry  that  during  the 
"examination  for  ordination  of  the  Rev*  Mr*  field  snd  tlie  Rev  . 
"Mr.  Gleysteen  special  attention  was  paid  to  their  belies  in  the 
"important  doctrine  of  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and  that 
"they  approved  themselves  to  the  Presbytery  as  brethren  sound  in 
"their  faith,  and  they  were  accordingly  ordained." 


Yours  truly, 

(signed)  Frederick  Canpbell, 

Stated  Clerk,  Presbytery  of 

Brooklyn ." 

I  enclose  herewith  (enclosure  #4)  the  policy  of  the  Board 


Sincerely  yours, 


adopted  May  6th,  1902. 
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Madison  Square  branch 
p.  O.  Box  No.  2 


1  56  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


May  22nd,  1905, 


My  Dear  Dr.  Brown 

Your  telegram  is  just  received  .  Your 
letter  to  Mr.  Carabhell  reporting  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Bov- 
ember  7th,  is  torn  out  of  the  letter  hook,  but  I  send  a  copy  of 

it  which  is  found  in  your  files. 

I  am  sending  also  the  letters  fro&  Mr.  Campbell. 

McC olio ugh  says  that  these  are  all  there  are  in  the  files. 

I  hope  there  may  he  no  trouble  over  the  matter. 

Very  affectionately  yours, 


Miss 


\ 

i  ou.  /,„  ***  >  5  f* 


f:i'  -tr 


Vt,- 


Xk*  ^  A* 

/  y  / 


/5- 


jtjG/ 


,  t 


'  s 


ACTION  TAKEN  BY  THE  30AHD  -  November  7th.,  1904 


The  Boar!  having  under  consideration  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Glaysteen  and  Field,  and  having  heard  certain  statements  °-v 

members  of  the  Board  in  which  doubt  in  regard  to  the  doctrinal 
soundness  of  these  brethren  was  expressed,  it  was  resolve  a  ti.a- 
case  be  referred  to  the  i  resbytery  of  Brooklyn,  with  the  request  teat 
the  presbytery  take  measures  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  to  satisfy 
the  Board  in  respect  to  this  important  question,  and  that  meanwhile, 
the  council  be  directed  to  refrain  from  further  action  under  the 
Resolution  of  October  l?th. 

The  Board  directed  the  Secretaries  to  express  to  Mr.  Gleystsen 
and  1ST.  Field  its  great  regret  that  it  had  been  found  necessary  to 
raise  any  question  as  to  sending  them  to  the  foreign  field,  it  part¬ 
icularly  wishes  to  express  to  Mr.  Gleysteen  its  sympathy  in  the  dis¬ 
tress  caused  by  the  illness  of  his  father,  and  assures  him  that  the 
prayers  of  the  Board  will  be  offered  in  his  behalf. 


VO II OK  IaKKN  BY  THE  BOASD  -  November  7th.,  it'.-.. 


Ih,  Board  having  under  consideration  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Glaystsen  and  Field,  and  having  heard  certain  statements  made  oy 
members  of  the  Board  In  which  doubt  in  regard  to  tne  doctrinal 
soundness  of  these  brethren  was  expressed,  it  was  resolved  lm<t 
case  be  referred  to  the  presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  with  the  request  that 
the  presbytery  take  measures  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  to  satisfy 
the  Board  in  respect  to  this  important  question,  and  that  meanwhile , 
the  Council  be  directed  to  refrain  from  further  action  under  the 

Resolution  of  October  l?th. 

The  Board  directed  tne  Secretaries  to  express  to  Mr.  Cleyat 
and  Mr ,  Field  its  great  regret  that  it  had  been  sound  neuessa-  j  to 
raise  any  question  as  to  sending  them  to  the  foreign  field.  It  part¬ 
icularly  wishes  to  express  to  Mr.  Gleysteen  its  sympathy  in  the  dis¬ 
tress  caused  by  tne  illness  of  his  father,  and  assures  him  that  tne 
prayers  of  the  Board  will  be  offered  in  hie  behalf. 


sen 


Foreign  Missions  Code 
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Hot.  9th.,  1904.  / 


To  the  Preset ery  of  Brooklyn, 


f:he  ftev.  Frederick  Campbell,  ,  Stated  Clerk,  * 


Brooklyn,  Hew  York. 


XCJ,  XV,  ' 

/krft 


Dear  Brethren: 


The  statement  has  been  made  to  the  Board  that  the 


;  v.  Frank  E.  Field  and  the  Bev,  V/m,  H.  (Jley  steen,  members  of  your 
Presbytery  7/ho  are  under  appointment  to  the  foreign  field,  are 
radically  defective  in  their  views  of  certain  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  particularly  "the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained 
in  our  standards. «  The  Board  would  fain  believe  that  the  statement 
rests  upon  a  misapprehension,  especially  as  it  has  received  your 
communication  of  October  25th  renewing  the  recommendation  of  the 
Presbytery  that  these  brethren  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field.  The 
statement ,  however,  is  definitely  and  positively  made  and  you  will 
appreciate  the  Board's  disturbance  of  mind.  It  would  be  a  serious 
matter  from  th ^viewpoint  of  .justice  to  Hr.  Field  and  Mr.  Gley steen 
r..s  ell  as  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  interests  of  foreign  missions 

if  these  brethren  were  to  go  to  the  foreign  field  with  such  a  cloud 
hanging  over  them. 

T7e  hesitate  to  bring  the  matter  to  your  attention  as  we  remember 
that  you  have  already  examined  these  brethren  for  ordination,  and  yet 
we  are  sure  that  the  Presbytery  will  appreciate  the  embarrassment  of 
Lne  si'ustion  the  desirability  of  clearing  up  any  misapprehension 
.  ,-n.  may  be  found  o  exist.  The  foreign  missionary  in  Asia  is  a 
leader  and  a  moulder  of  thought  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  the 
average  minister  at  home  so  that  his  position  regarding  the  central 


(Presbytery  of  Brooklyn.)  -2- 

doctrines  of  evangelical  faith  becomes  of  unusual  importance.  You 
will  agree  with  us  that  it  would  be  h  aimful  to  the  cause  we  all  lovo 
if  the  charge  were  to  be  made  that  the  Board  is  appointing  men  who 
deny  a  cardinal  truth  of  the  Gospel  unless  the  Beard  is  in  a  position 
to  reply  that  it  has  specially  referred  that  statement  to  the  pres¬ 
bytery  involved,  and  that  the  Presbytery  declared  the  statement  to  be 
unfounded.  The  3oard  would  then  be  able  to  state  authoritatively  that 
that  particular  fact  has  been  enquired  into  with  satisfactory  results* 
ihile  therefore,  the  Board  does  not  wish  to  question  the  validity 
of  the  action  that  you  have  already  taken,  yet  in  view  of  the  special, 
responsibility  that  the  Board  sustains  to  the  foreign  missionaries 
under  its  care  and  to  the  Church  as  their  spongers,  it  deemed  it  wise, 
at  its  meeting  the  7th  instant,  to  take  the  following  action: - 

"The  Board  having  under  consideration  the  case  of  Messrs.  Field 
and  Bleysieen,  and  having  heard  certain  statements  made  by  members 
of  the  Board  in  which  doubt  in  regard  to  the  doctrinal  soundness  of 
these  brethren  was  expressed,  it  was  resolved  that  the  case  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Presbytery  of  .Brooklyn,  with  the  request  that  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  take  measures  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  to  satisfy  the  Board 
in  respect  to  this  important  question. 

The  Board  directed  the  Secretaries  to  express  to  Mr*  Gleysteen 
and  Mr.  Field  its  great  regret  that  it  had  been  found  necessary  "o 
raise  any  question  as  to  sending  them  to  the  foreign  field.  It'  par¬ 
ticularly  wishes  to  express  to  Mr.  Gleysteen  its  sympathy  in  the 
distress  caused  by  the  illness  of  his  father,  and  assures  him  that 
the  prayers  of  the  Board  will  be  offered  in  his  behalf." 

You  will  of  course  understand  that  this  action  of  the  Board  is 
not  intended  tc  indicate  any  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  or  in¬ 
correctness  of  the  statement  referred  to,  but  that  it  is  simply 
fsr  a  request  for  your  judgment. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board, 


Secretary, 


the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


MADISON  SQUARE  BRANCH 

P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


CABLE  ADDRESS! 
“INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 
A  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


156  Fifth  avenue 
NEW  YORK 


^ V/  /  Jo'/ 


Govern" ber  9th..,  1904. 

f-Uc&Kyt,'  ’Nos/ 

Ccp  a 

I  was  absent  from  the  city  for  two  and  a  half 
weeks  on  my  annual  tour  among  the  Bynods  so  that  I  did  not  see  at 
once  your  letter  and  telegram  which  arrived  during  that  time.  X  was 
stricken  with  sorrow  for  you  when  1  read  the  pathetic  words  in  your 
message-  ,f  Father  is  dying. "  x  am  glad  to  know  that  he  is  still  with 
you  and  X  trust,  my  dear  brother,  that  yon  may  he  conscious  In  a  very 
comforting  and  strengthening  way  of  the  presence  of  Christ  in  this 
hour  of  special  need. 


The  Rev.  W».  H.  Gleysteen, 
Alton,  Iowa. 

Ay  dear  Ir.  Gleysteen; 


At  such  a  time  I  hesitate  to  write  about  other  matters  knowing 
that  your  heart  must  be  full  of  tender  solicitude  for  your  father; 
and  yet  I  know  that  you  are  making  your  plans  to  sail  for  China,  and 
that  both  you  and  your  father  expect  to  know  hew  the  case  stood  at 
tlie  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday.  I  write  about  it  not  by  instruction 
or  as  an  official,  Personally,  as  it  appears  only  ;}ust  that  you 
should  know  the  situation. 

Olie  complaint  to  Bynod  was,  m  you  know,  withdrawn,  but  of 

course  the  actions  of  the  Presbytery  were  matters  of  record,  and  as 

it  is  one  of  -he  routine  duties  of  each  Synod  to  review  the  records 

of  the  1  re e by t cries  under  its  care,  the  procedure  in  connection  with 

the  reception  and  ordination  of  y ourself  and  It.  Field  came  up  in  that 

w«y*  'ttio  Synod  took  the  following  exceptions  to  the  actions  of  pres¬ 
bytery: 


Ur.  Gleyat e«n.  -fc- 

nThat  at  the  Meeting  held  June  29th,  1904  (1.294)  the  fresh ar¬ 
tery  received  two  persons  as  candidates  for  the  ministry  in  violation 

of  Constitutional  Rule  #3. 

That  in  the  Meetings  of  larch  28th  and  Cot.  3rd,  1904,  candi¬ 
dates  were  received  under  the  care  of  Presbytery  without  record  that 
they  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  Constitutional  Rule  :3. 

The  Stated  Cleric  of  the  Synod  writes  in  interpretation  that 


*  the  ynod  did  not  void  the  ordinations,  but  that  exceptions  were 
taken  to  their  irregularity’1  and  that  "the  yaod  directs  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Brooklyn  to  observe  in  the  future  all  the  requirements  of  the 
Constitution/’  The  Presbytery  apparently  feels  that  there  ie  now  no 
obstacle  so  for  as  the  Synod  is  concerned,  and  under  date  of  Oct,  3th, 
the  Stated  Clerk,  the  Bev.  Frederick  Campbell,  1),  D, ,  took  the  follow¬ 


ing:  action:- 


"  there  &s,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  complaint  was  taken  to  the 
Synod  of  Mew  York  against  certain  actions  of  the  Presbytery  in  the 
matter  of  the  ordination  of  Messrs,  Field  and  Gleysteen,  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Mts&lOms  hae  delayed  sending  them  to  the  foreign  field, 
and, 

Kerens ,  the  said  complaint  has  been  withdrawn  and  the  way  is 
now  cleared  for  their  commission,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that  the  freebytery  of  Brooklyn  rmem  its  re  com¬ 
mend  at  ioii  of  Messrs.  Field  and  Gleyeteen  as  candidates  fer  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the .  foreign  field  sad  cordially  recon’nfends  them  to  the  Board." 

so  much 

The  present  delay  therefor®  ie  due  »©t/\to  the  action  of  the 


Synod,  as  to  the  discovery  that  the  five  members  of  the  Presbytery, 


in  withdrawing  their  complaint  to  the  Synod,  did  so  in  the  follow- 
ing  written  statement 

m  York  City,  oct.  5,  19a  . 

The  under  signed,  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  whose 
names  were  attached  to  the  complaint  of  July  IGth  last,  addressed 
to  the  Synod  of  Mew  York,  having;  received  from  the  appointed  committee 
of  irosbytery  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  presbytery,  requesting  the 
withdrawal  of  the  cos  plaint,  do  hereby  express  their  compliance'”  with 
said  request,  by  authorising  the  complaint  to  be  withdrawn. 

In  dp  doing,  the  undersigned  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood  that  the  step  which  they  now  take  is  not  due  to  any  change  of 
conviction  as  to  the  things  complained  of  or  the  grounds  on  which 
complaint  was  made.  But,  it  being  manifest  by  expressions  of  members 
in  Presbytery  that  the  object  of  the  complaint  is  already  largely  ao- 


Mr,  G  leys  teen,  -3- 

©©jnplished,  we  entertain  hope  that  in  the  future  a  strict  adher¬ 
ence  to  Presbyterian  doctrine  and  law  rill  obviate  the  necessity 
of  relating  the  step  which  we  have  taken  solely  as  a  natter  of 
principle  and  with  very  deep  pain;  and  we  accept  the  assuranoes 
given  us  by  Presbytery  that  irregularities  such  as  are  complained 
of  will  not  be  repeated.  We  further  state  that  ouf  withdr&wsl  of 
complaint  is  only  with  the  express  understanding,  and  so  accepted 
by  the  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  complainants,  that  the  action 
of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by  the  complainants  as  an  assur¬ 
ance  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine  of  the 
Atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards* 

Levis  Kay  Foote, 

Freda ri ok  Q&mpbel 1 , 

(signed) —  Walter  l.  -Ukra&n, 

5 s rwin  a ,  Jam e & , 

•liphalet  B,  Terry#  H 

The  implication  of  the  last  sentence  appears  to  be  that  in 
the  oases  referred  to,  the  Presbytery  did  ordain  men  "who  deny  the 
doctrine  of  the  Atonement" .  Dr,  Carson,  the  Chairman  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  which  waited  upon  the  complainants,  declares  that  his  Com¬ 
mittee  did  not  accept  any  such  implication,  but  two  of  the  com* 
plain ants  have  stated  to  the  Board  that  in  their  judgment  you  end 
Ms.  Field  did  deny  the  doctrine  of  the  atonement  and  they  insist 
that  the  full  written  statement  of  the  con  plain  ants  quoted  above 
must  be  made  a  matter  of  record  by  the  Presbytery, 

The  Board  feels  that  in  justice  to  you  and  :r.  Field  as  well 
as  to  itself  the  Presbytery  should  clear  up  this  matter,  and  accord' 
ingly  at  the  meeting;  of  the  Board  yesterday  $  the  ?th  instant)  the 
matter  was  referred  back  to  the  presbytery  for  such  action.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  will  hold  the  2Bt h  of  this  month 
and  the  following  meeting  of  the  Board  will  be  held  December  5  th,, 

It  is  necessary  therefore  to  wait  until  that  time. 

'leant  i&e  the  Board  at  its  meeting-  yesterday  expressed  deep 
sympathy  for  you  in  your  anxiety  about  your  father  and  unanimously 
adopted  the  following  resolution  which  I  was  instructed  to  cend  to 
you.- 


Hr*  *fi©ysto©n. 


•*  £*m 


!*fhe  Board  directed  the  Secretaries  to  express  to  air*  Oley- 
etesn  and  Mr.  Field  its  great  regret  that  it  had  been  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  raise  any  question  as  to  sending  them  to  the  foreign  field* 
It  particularly  wishes  to  express  to  Mr  .  Gleysteen  its  sympathy 
In  the  distress  caused  by  the  illness  of  Ms  father,  end  as  sure  a 
him  that  the  prayers  of  the  Board  will  be  offered  in  his  Behai f.” 

1  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Field  for  his  information* 

fraying  that  God  may  lovingly  guide  you.  I  am  as  ever, 


sincerely  yours* 


a 


P.S.  I  have  shown  this  letter  to  my  colleagues  and  to  Dr. 
Alexander,  the  President  of  the  Board.  The  latter  suggests 
that  I  "add  a  sentence  expressing  the  hope  that  they  t you  and 
Mr.  Field)  would  furnish  the  presbytery  such  a  statement 
of  their  belief  as  will  enable  the  Presbyterjr  to  clear  the 
Matter  up.” 


COP*  . 

rIy  dear  Dr.  Brown; 

I  think  your  letter  is  excellent*  My  only  question 
is  whether  it  would  not  he  more  likely  to  elicit  a  statement 
satisfactory  to  the  Presbytery  and  the  Board  if  near  the  bottom 
of  the  third  page  after  the  words  "It  is  necessary  therefore  te 
wait  until  that  time”  you  added  a  sentence  express ins  the  hope 
that  ffifi  they  would  furnish  such  a  statement  of  their  belief  as  will 
enable  the  Presbytery  to  "clear  the  matter  up."  Perhaps  they  may 
then  voluntarily  make  their  position  plain  to  the  Board  as  well  as 
to  the  Presbytery* 

I  ho"L&  firmly  that  the  Board  should  not  constitute  itself  a 
court  of  review,  but  after  all  that  has  occurred  these  young  men  can¬ 
not  be  sent  with  the  confidence  and  apxjrovsl  of  the  Board  unless  the 
Board  itself  is  relieved  of  the  fear  that  they  ©re  vitally  unsound 
on  the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement, 

Faithfully  yours, 

(signed)  Ceorge  Alexander* 


lov.  9,  1904* 


c°py- 


428-1/2  Clibton  3t . ,3r ooklyn, 
U.Y.»  Dec. 1,1904. 


Dec .1 ,1904. 


The  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Brown,  D«  B.,  Gec'y*  Board  of  Foreign  missions, 


Dear  Brother: 


Replying  to  the  letter  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 


sions  cf  Nov.  9th  ult.,  addressed  by  you  as  Secretary  to  the  Presbytery 
of  Brooklyn  through  me  as  Stated  Clerk  of  the  body,  I  respectfully  report 
tfcS&t,  at  its  stated  meeting  held  on  Monday,  Nov.  2Sth,  the  Presbytery’ 
adopted  the  following  resolution: 


"Presbytery  commends  the  zeal  of  the  Forei  gn  Board  that  only 
"men  sound  in  the  faith  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field,  and  its  recognition 
"that  the  determination  of  that  soundness  is  the  concern  of  the  Presbyteries 
"rather  than  of  the  Board  itself.  It  gladly  makes  reply  to  the  Board’s  in- 
wquiry  that  during  the  examination  for  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Field  and 
•the  Rev.  Mr.  Gleysteen  special  attention  was  paid  to  their  belief  in  the 
"important  doctrine  of  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and  that  they  //  ap¬ 
proved  themselves  to  the  Presbytery  as  brethren  sound  in  their  faith,  and 
"they  were  accordingly  ordained.'5 


yours  truly, 


(signed)  Frederick  Campbell, 

Stated  Clerk,  Presbytery  of 

Brooklyn. 


\ 


V To  the  V, eat  3 h an t ur< g  ii i s s i on) .  -  £,- 

^  2  ‘f 

Presbytery  for  at  !®&s$  one  year,  except  Ir*  extraordinary  cases  and  by 
consent  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  Presbytery  present  The  res- 
bytery  of  Brooklyn  decided  that  their  cases  came  under  the  general  cate¬ 
gory  of  "extraordinary1  cases,  *  and  by  a  throe- fourth  a  majority  set  aside 
the  rule,  examined  and  ordained,  them.  A  small  minority  (five;  however, 
dissented,  raising  coma  questions  as  to  the  regularity  of  the  proceeding 
and  as  to  the  soundness  of  nr.  Field  and  Mr.  Gleysteen  on  the  doctrine  cf 
the  Atonement. 


The  Synod  In  reviewing  the  case  as  it  appeared  in  the  Presby¬ 
ter  i  all  records,  held  that  the  Presbytery  m-.s  technically  irregular  ir  its 
procedure but  left  the  ox  on  of  young  men  unimpaired.  Those 

who  know  them  best  did  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  they  were  unsound, but 
the  Board  felt  that  in  justice  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  work,  it  would 
be  unfortunate  If  they  were  to  go  to  the  field  without  a  special  inquiry 
which  would  permit  thorn  of  m  author! t alive  reply  to  any  possible  misappre¬ 
hension.  Accordingly  the  Board  referred  the  matter  back  to  Presbytery, ask¬ 
ing  that  body  to  make  a  special  report  on  die.  subject*  done  of  the  members 
of  Presbytery  were  rather  indignant  that  the  question  should  be  raised  in 
this  way,  feeling  that  the  fact  of  examination  and  ordination  by  Presby¬ 
tery  should  have  be -m  deemed  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  soundness.  However, 
the  presbytery  took  up  the  matter  again  and  November  £8th  took  the  follow¬ 
ing  action: 


"Presbytery  commands  the  steal  of  the  Foreign  Board  that  orly 
men  sound  in  the  faith  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field,  and  its  recognition 
that  the  determination  of  that  soundness  is  the  concern  cl  the  Presbyteries 
rather  than  of  thi  Board  itself.  It  gladly  makes, reply  to  the  Board’s  in¬ 
quiry  that  during  the  examination  for  ordination  of  the  Rev.  F.  E.  Field 
end  the  Rev.  William  Gleysteen  special  attention  was  paid  to  their  belief 
in  the  important  doctrine  of  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and  that  they 
approved  themselves  to  the  Presbytery  as  brethren  sound  in  their  faith, and 
they  were  accordingly  ordained." 

We  are  Inf  or  if  &  by  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  that  there  was 
only  one  dissenting  voice,  the  action  being  otherwise  the  unanimous  judgment 


A 


4 


i  v*  e  a  t  ;ha  n  t  ur\  g  i  a  a  ion }  * 
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of  the  Presbytery  at  a  largely  attended  meeting*  Members  of  the  / re»- 
bytery  assure  us  that  the  examination  of  these  young  men  was  unusually 
thorough,  'that  their  views  on  all  important  questions  of  Christian  doc¬ 
trine  were  fully  brought  out  and  that  they  are  in  every  way  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  the  hoard  and  of  the  church. 


These  facts  were  reported  to  the  Board  .  i  its  meeting  Decem¬ 


ber  5th,  when  Mr .  Gheysteen  and  hr.  field  were  promptly  authorized  to 
sail  for  China* 


e  do  rot  now  that  you  need  this  explanation,  and  yet  it 


seamed  wi«e  to  give  it  in.  view  of  the  possibility  that  you  msy  have 
heard  seme  disturbing  statements.  The  3eer® taries  of  the  Board  person¬ 
ally  know  Mr.  field,  and  so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  our  own  observation 
and  correspondence,  and  from  what  has  been  told  us  toy  other  men  who  know 


he  is  &  man  admirably  qualified  for  missionary  work,  and  we  have  no  hes¬ 
itation  in  commending  him  to  your  entire  confidence. 


incerely  yours. 


* 


V  ■ '  ! 

j  |V  007  96 

tor.  a 


{ 


Whereas,  owing  to  t  e  fact  that  a  complaint  w $** 
taken  to  the  Synod  of  New  York  against  certain  actions  of  the 
Presbytery  in  the  matter  of  the  ordination  oi  Mesrrs.  Field  and 


1 


Gleysteen,  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  has  delayed  sending 

them  to  the  foreign  field;  and 

Whereas,  the  said  complaint  has  been  withdrawn  and  the 

v/ay  is  now  cleared  for  their  commission,  therefore  be  it 

N 

Resolved  that  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  renews  its 
recommendation  of  Messrs.  Field  and  Gleysteen  as  candidates  ior 
appointment  to  the  foreign  field  and  cordially  recommends  them  to 


the  Board. 


'iLifi  »■’ 


■  U 


428  t/2  Clinton-St.,  Brooklyn,  N 
Rev.  Arthur  ,J .  Brown,  P.R.,  Secretary: 

My  Dear  Dr.  Brown : 

Your  letter  of  this  day  making  jnoujry  concerning 
the  withdrawal  of  the  complaint  to  Synod  against  the  Presbytery  nf 
Brooklyn,  in  the  matter  of  the  case'  of  Rev.  Messrs,  ^ield  and  0-1  ey— 
steen,  js  .just  in  my  hands,  and  T  hasten  to  make  early  reoly  according 
to  your  desire. 

Yon  ask,  first:  “Has  the  above  statement  of  the  como] ainants  been 
mart e  a  matter  of  record  by  the  Presbytery? ”  p  answer  that  the  statement 
of  the  complainants  made  in  connection  with  the  withdrawal  of  their 
complaint  was  not  made  a  matter  of  record  by  the  Presbytery  in  the 
sense  of  being  spread  upon  the  Minutes  of  the  body*  nor  was  it  read 
to  the  Presbytery  in  its  complete  form  as  placed  in  the  hands  of  Pres¬ 
bytery  ’  s  committee. 

You  ask,  secondly:  “Has  thf  P  >s  >yt  ■  a •  any  C.y?wI 
that  Presbytery  made  no  reply,  not  having  heard  the  statement. 

You  ask,  thirdly:  “Will  you  send  me  a  copy  of  all  ...  jroci 
of  the  Presbytery  relating  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  complaint  includ¬ 
ing  any  action  that,  the  Presbytery  may  have  taken  regarding  it?”  J  an¬ 
swer  that  the  foil  owing  is  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  Presbytery  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  complaint  and  any  action  that 
the  Presbytery  has  taken  regarding  it: 

Mjourned  M  ?ti'ng  )ct .  o,  1904:  “The  following  resolution  was 
presented  by  Rev.  Dr.  «J  .F  .Carson,  and  adopted:  “The  Presbytery  of 
Brookjyn,  having  listened  to  the  rending  of  a  complaint  filed  with  the 
G]-'rk  ot  r^-r'  synod  of  New  York,  against  a  certain  action  of  the 
Pr»SDytpry,  'ffouid  »inst  fwmostly  request  the  complainants?  to  consider 

f  'f  DPacs  and  of  the  presbytery,  and  the  interests  of  the 

kingdom  of  Christ  will  not  he  conserved  by  the  withdrawal  of'  the  skid 
nmol  fu  n  t  at.  this  stage.  The  Presbytery  has  the  more  confidence  in 
presents  ng  to  the  complainants  this  ran, jest  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
complaint  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  filing  of  the  complaint  -and  the- 
discuss*™  thereby  evoked  have  in  a  measure  .  the  -nds  for  which 

as  ar  “d-”  -  Drs.  Carson;  R.O.Hutchlns,  McAfee,  and  Eld  r 

Pearson,  were  appointed  to  convey  Presbytery’s  fsolw ions 

to  the  comolainants  .” 

Stated  Meeting,  Oct.  24,  1904:  “The  report  of  the  committee  tn 
confer  with  complainants  to  Synod  was  read  by  Dr.  J.P. Carson  statin* 
Gomojaint  had  been  withdrawn:  report  was  accepted  ’he  fo]  “ 
was  adopted:”  -  then  follows  in  fnjj  the  rssolSwon 

the  foreign  field,  which  has  alread/bebblacedMn'yoai-^rin0" 


that  thf 

1  owing  rosol ution 
renewing  the  recommendation  of  Rev. 


f  ul  1 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


& 


1 cy 

b. 


Stated  Clerk,  Presbytery  of 

Brook! yn . 


The  board  of  foreign  missions 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


Madison  Square  branch 
P.  O.  BOX  NO.  2 


CABLE  ADDRESS: 
“INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 
a.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

Office  of  secretary 


156  fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


November  9th, 1904. 


Tc  the  presbytery  of  Brooklyn, 

The  Rev.  Frederick  Campbell,  B.  D . ,  stated  c}erk, 

Brooklyn,  ft.  Y. 


Dear  Brethren 

The  statement  Has  been  made  to  the  Beard  that  the  Rev. 

Frank  R .  Field  and  the  Rev.  Win.  H.  Gleysteen,  members  of  your  ires- 
byte ry  who  are  under  appointment  to  the  foreign  field,  are  radical¬ 
ly  defective  in  their  views  of  certain  fundamental  evangelical  doc¬ 
trines  particularly  "the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in 
our  standards."  The  Board  would  fain  believe  that  the  statement  rests 
Upon  a  misapprehension,  especially  as  it  has  received  yeur  communica¬ 
tion  cf  October  25th  renewing  the  recommendation  of  the  presbytery 
that  these  brethren  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field*  The  statement,  how¬ 
ever,  is  definitely  and  positively  made  and  you  will  appreciate  the 
Board's  disturbance  cf  mind*  L t  would  be  a  serious  matter  from  the 
viewpoint  of  justice  to  i«r»  Field  and  hr.  Gleysteen  as  well  as  from 
the  viewpoint  cf  the  interests  cf  foreign  missions  if  these  brethren 
were  to  go  to  the  foreign  field  with  such  a  clpud  hanging  ever  them. 

We  hesitate  to  bring  the  matter  tc  your  attention  as  we  re¬ 
member  that  you  have  already  examined  these  brethren  for  ordination, 
and  yet  we  are  store  that  the  i  resbytery  will  appreciate  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  the  situation  and  the  desirability  of  clearing  up  any  tnisappre 
hen  si  or-  that  may  be  found  to  exist.  The  foreign  missionary  in  Asia  is 
a  leader  and  a  moulder  cf  thought  tea  far  greater  extent  than  the 
average  minister  at  homo  so  that  his  position  regarding  the  central 


(Presbytery  of  Brooklyn). 
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dcctrines  cf  evangelical  faith  becomes  cf  unusual  importance.  You 
will  agree  with  u©  that  it  would  be  harmful  to  the  cause  we  all  love 
if  the  charge  were  to  be  made  that  the  Board  is  appointing  men  who 
deny  a  cardinal  truth  cf  the  Gospel  unless  the  Beard  is  in  a  position 
to  reply  that  it  ha©  especially  referred  that  statement  to  the  Pres¬ 
oy  tery  involved,  and  that  the  Presbytery  declared  that  the  statement  tc 
be  uni cundeti .  i'he  Beard  would  then  be  able  tc  state  authoritatively 

that  that  particular  fact  has  been  inquired  into  with  satisfactc  ry 
results . 

while,  therefore f  the  Beard  does  not  wish  to  question  the 
validity  of  the  action  that  you  have  already  taken,  yet  in  view  of  the 
special  responsibility  that  the  Board  sustains  to  the  foreign  mission- 
arias  under  its  care  and  to  the  Church  as  their  sponsors,  it  deemed,  it 
wise,  at  its  meeting  the  ?th  instant,  to  take  the  following  action:- 

Fiel-  and  cullJuS?  ?Wdef  consideration  the  case  of  Messrs. 

U-  1  having  neard  certain  statements  Bade  by  mcm- 

ti!e  ?£ara  1T1  whlch  douht  in  to  the  doctrinal  soundness 

of  .these  .brethren  was  expressed,  it  was  resolved  that  the  case  be  re- 
C  to  the  i-rwbhtery  of  Brooklyn,  with  the  re 

ascertain  the  fao  tc  satisfy  the  Board 

,n  ...  si)  *  n*  ooara 

Et™  mA  r:;e  5?^  directed  the  Secretaries  to  express  tc  Mr.  Gley- 
s teen  and  j»r.  rield  its  great  regret  that  it  had  been  found  necdssarv 

?lie*Jion  as  10  sending  them  tc  the  foreign  field.  '  It  par- 
•ical«rly  w.saujs  to  express  to  Mr.  Gleysteon  its  sympathy  ir  the  dis¬ 
tress  caused  by  the  illness  cf  his  father,  and  assures  him  that  tie 
V**Y*r*  of  the  Board  will  be  offered  in  his  behalf?"  J  the 

You  will  of  course  understand  that  this  action  of  the  Board 
is  not  intended  to  indicate  any  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  cf  in¬ 
correctness  of  the  statement  referred  to,  but  that  it  is  simply  a  re¬ 
quest  for  your  judgment. 

-n  behalf  of  the  Beard, 

(signed)  Arthur  J.  Brown, 

Secretary. 


S< 
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CABLE  ADDRESS: 

“  INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 
A.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

Office  of  secretary 


The  board  of  foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  u.  s.  A. 
156  Fifth  Avenue 


Madison  Square  branch 
P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


The  Rev,  Wn.  H.  Gleysteen, 
Alton,  Iowa* 
ly  dear  Kr.  Gleysteen: 


W  4^, 


1  was  absent  from  the  city  for  two  and  a  half 
weeks  on  ray  annual  tour  amon^  the  Synods  so  that  X  did  not  see  at 
once  your  letter  and  telegram  which  arrived  during  that  time,  I  was 
stricken  with  sorrow'  for  you  when  1  read  the  pathetic  words  in  your 
message-  ’’Rather  is  dying. "  I  am  glad  to  know  that  he  is  still  with 
you  and  I  trust,  ray  dear  brother,  that  you  may  be  conscious  in  a  very 
comforting  and  strengthening  way  of  the  presence  of  Christ  in  this 
hour  of  special  need. 

At  such  a  time  I  hesitate  to  write  about  other  matters  knowing 
that  your  heart  must  be  full  of  tender  solicitude  for  your  father; 
and  yet  I  loiow  that  you  are  making  your  plans  to  sail  for  China,  and 
that  both  you  and  your  father  expect  to  know  how  the  case  stood  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday.  I  write  about  it  not  by  instruction 
or  as  an  official,  but  personally,  as  it  apr>ears  only  just  that  you 
Should  know  the  situation. 

The  complaint  to  Synod  was,  m  you  know,  withdrawn,  but  of 
course  the  actions  of  the  Presbytery  were  matters  of  record,  and  as 
it  is  one  of  the  routine  duties  of  each  Synod  to  review  the  records 
of  the  Presbyteries  under  its  care,  the  procedure  in  connection  with 
the  reception  and  ordination  of  yourself  and  'ir.  Field  came  up  in  that 
way.  The  Synod  took  the  following  exceptions  to  the  actions  of  pres¬ 
bytery: 


Hr.  Floys  teen. 


—2— 


"That  at  the  Meeting;  held  June  29th,  19C4  (F.294)  the  rresby- 
tery  received  two  persons  as  candidates  for  the  ministry  in  violation 
of  Constitutional  Rule  #3* 

That  in  the  Meetings  of  March  28th  and  Oct.  3rd,  1904,  candi¬ 
dates  were  received  under  the  care  of  Presbytery  without  record  that 
they  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  Constitutional  Buie  f-3. 4 

The  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  writes  in  interpretation  that 
’the  synod  did  not  void  the  ordinations,  but  that  exceptions  were 
taken  to  their  irregularity"  and  that  "the  Synod  directs  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Brooklyn  to  observe  in  the  future  all  the  requirements  of  the 
Constitution,"  The  Presbytery  apparently  feels  that  there  is  now  no 
obstacle  so  far  as  the  Synod  is  concerned,  and  under  date  of  Cot.  5th, 
the  Stated  Clerk,  the  Rev.  Frederick  Campbell,  B.  D. ,  took  the  follow¬ 
ing  action;- 


Whereas,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  complaint  was  taken  to  the 
Syno^i  ox  .Tew  York  against  certain  actions  of  the  Presbytery  in  the 
matter  of  the  ordination  of  Messrs,  Field  and  Bleys  teen,  the  Board 

ox  Foreign  Missions  has  delayed  sending  them  to  the  foreign  field 
and ,  * 

Fhereas ,  the  said  complaint  has  been  withdrawn  and  the  way  is 
now  cleared  for  their  commission,  therefore  be  it 

„  solved  that  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  renews  its  recom¬ 
mendation  oi  Messrs.  Field  and  Cleysteen  as  candidates  for  appoint¬ 
ment  to  -he  „<:oreign  field  and  cordially  recommends  theca  to  the  Board," 

_  _  so  much 

present  delay  therefore  is  due  notate  the  action  of  the 


The 


Syno<J,  as  to  the  discovery  that  the  five  members  of  the  Presbytery, 
ic  withdrawing  their  complaint  to  the  Synod,  did  so  in  the  follow- 


Ing  written  statement 


lhe  umlff si§nfdi  mem^rs  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn!  whose'  * 
na:mes  were  attached  to  the  complaint  of  July  16th  leBt  Caressed 

1  °  Jk©  Syjod  02  Few  York,  having  received  from  the  appointed  committee 
ci  j.-'  u  -^er?  f.  00Py  resolution  of  Presbytery,  "requesting*  +Ve 

withdrawal  of  the  owplalnt,  do  hereby  express  their  o™|u«oe  with 
oai,.,  reques  ■,  _  -y  authorising  the  complaint  to  be  withdrawn, 

ctnnr/tv,"?  5vingi  isned  deBirQ  **  t0  be  distinctly  under- 

oonvirt^S^  thestep  v*hich  they  now  take  is  not  due  to  any  change  of 
con /lotion  as  to  the  things  complained  of  or  the  grounds  on  oh 

5  mf^i^',was  beinf;  manifest  by  expressions  of  members 

in  Presbytery  that  the  object  of  the  complaint  is  already  llrETly  lo- 


Mr.  g  lays  teen,  -2- 

oomplished,  we  entertain  hope  that  in  the  future  a  strict  adher¬ 
ence  to  Presbyterian  doctrine  and  law  will  obviate  the  necessity 
of  repeating  the  step  which  we  have  taken  solely  as  a  matter  of 
principle  and  with  very  deep  pain;  and  we  accept  the  assurances 
iven  us  by  Presbytery  that  irregular!  tie  a  such  as  are  complained 
of  will  not  be  repeated.  We  further  state  that  out  withdraws!  of 
complaint  is  only  with  the  express  understanding,  and  so  accepted 
by  the  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  complainants,  that  the  action 
of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by  the  complainants  as  an  assur¬ 
ance  that  men  shall  not  bs  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine  of  the 
atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards. 

Lewis  Ray  Foote, 

Frederick  Campbell, 

(signed) -  d alter  1,1.  Aikraan, 

P rwin  H .  James, 

Rliphalet  3.  Perry#  ,f 

The  implication  of  the  last  sentence  appears  to  be  that  in 
the  oases  referred  to,  the  Presbytery  did  ordain  men  ’’who  deny  the 
doctrine  of  the  Atonement'1.  Dr.  Carson,  the  Chairman  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  which  waited  upon  the  complainants,  declares  that  his  Com¬ 
mittee  did  not  accept  any  such  implication,  but  two  of  the  com¬ 
plainants  have  stated  to  the  Board  that  in  their  judgment  you  and 
f.!r.  Field  did  &dny  the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  and  they  insist 
that  the  full  written  statement  of  the  c  cmplainanta  quoted  above 
must  be  made  a  matter  of  record  by  the  Presbytery. 

The  Board  feels  that  in  justice  to  you  and  Mr.  Field  as  well 
as  to  itself  the  Presbytery  should  clear  up  this  matter,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  yesterday  $  the  7th  instant)  the 
matter  was  referred  back  to  the  Presbytery  for  such  action.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  will  3»e  held  the  28th  of  this  month 
and  the  following  meeting  of  the  Board  will  be  held  December  5th. 

It  is  necessary  therefore  to  wait  until  that  time. 

Meantiffeo  the  Board  at  its  meeting  yesterday  expressed  deep 
sympathy  for  you  in  your  anxiety  about  your  father  and  unanimously 
Adopted  the  following  resolution  which  I  was  instructed  to  send  to 
you.  - 


Mr.  g leys teen.  -4- 

"The  Board  directed  the  Secretaries  to  express  1o  Mr.  Gley- 
steen  and  nr.  Field  its  great  regret  that  it  had  J?®en_£0^d 
sary  to  raise  any  question  as  to  sending  them  to  the  foreign  -i0ia« 
It  particularly  wishes  to  express  to  Mr  .  Gleysteen  its  symijatny 
in  the  distress  caused  by  the  illness  of  his  father,  and  assures^ 
him  that  the  prayers  of  the  Board  will  be  offered  in  his  behal~* 

I  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Field  for  his  information. 

Praying  that  God  may  lovingly  guide  you,  I  am  as  ever. 


P.S.  I  have  shown  this  letter  to  my  colleagues  and  +o  Dr. 
Alexander,  the  president  of  the  Board.  The  latter  suggests 
that  I  !tadd  a  sentence  expressing  the  hope  that  they  (yon  and 
Mr.  Field)  would  furnish  the  presbytery  such  a  statement  of 
their  belief  aswill  enable  the  presbytery  to  clear  the  matter 


CQti  S  >  /^f  r  £^t£&f 

My  dear  Dr.  Brown; 

I  think  your  letter  is  excellent.  Ify  only  question 
is  whether  it  would  not  he  more  likely  to  elicit  a  statement 
satisfactory  to  the  Presbytery  and  the  Board  if  near  the  bottom 
of  the  third  page  after  the  words  ”It  is  necessary  therefore  to 
wait  until  that  time”  you  added  a  sentence  expressing  the  hope 
that  fpf.  they  would  furnish  such  a  statement  of  their  belief  as  will 
enable  the  Presbytery  to  ,Tclear  the  matter  up. T(r  Perhaps  they  may 
then  voluntarily  make  their  position  plain  to  the  Board  as  well  as 
to  the  Presbytery. 

I  ho|id  firmly  that  the  Board  should  not  constitute  itself  a 
court  of  review,  but  after  all  that  has  occurred  these  young  men  can¬ 
not  be  sent  with  the  confidence  and  approval  of  the  Board  unless  the 
hoard  itself  is  relieved  of  the  fear  that  they  are  vitalljr  unsound 
on  the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement. 

Faithfully  yours, 

(signed)  George  Alexander. 


ITov.  9,  1904. 


CABLE  ADDRESS 
INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 

A.  B.  C.  CODE,  4TH  EDITION 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S.A. 
156  fifth  avenue 

NEW  YORK 


Madison  Square  Branch 
P.  O.  Box  No.  2 

July  ECth,  19 04, 


Rev.  Rewell  W.  Wells, 

219  So.  9th  St. , 

Brooklyn,  R.  Y. 


My  dear  Mr.  Wells: 

Will  you  kindly  have  the  enclosed  Blanks  filled  out 
ana  returned  to  me  in  the  cased  of  tfr.  Field  and  'Jr.  Sleytteen  recent¬ 
ly  examined  and  passed  on  hy  Brooklyn  Presbytery.  You  will  see  by  the 
enclosed  copy  of  Board  action  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to 
have  these  papers  in  our  possession. 


Cordially  yours, 

(  Signed)  A,  W.  Halsey, 


Hue . 


428*4  Clinton  Stkket,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


The  Board  of  foreign  missions 


CABLE  ADDRESS  ! 
‘•INCULCATE,"  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 

A.B.C.  CODE,  4TH  EDITION 

OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


or  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S.A 
156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


MADISON  SQUARE  BRANCH 
P.  O.  BOX  No.  2 


Sept.  27th. ,  3.904. 

The  Rev.  bra.  H.  Glecreteeng 

Alton,  I own# 

■y  dear  Ip.  f- ley n teen;  - 

your  letter  of  the  22nd  instant  arrived  Satnr- 
/,  and  as  the  resbytery  was  to  moot  ’onday.it  appeared  wise  to 
defer  my  answer  till  the  moult  was  known.  Thin  morning  we  receive** 
the  long  expected  certificates  from  the  lev.  Frederick  Campbell, 

Stated  Clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  to  the  effect  that  yen  end 
Mr.  Field  ’’ are  members  of  good  standing  of  the  presbytery  and  thau 
on  the  26th  instant ,  after  an  adequate  and  satisfactory  examination1’ 
you  and  Mr.  Field  ’were  by  special  vote,  recommended  to  the  Beard 
as  possessing  the  requisite  qualifications  for  foreign  missionary 
5tk,”  .o  -re  vo .'bally  informed,  however,  that  the  complaint  to 
Synod  is  persisted  in,  so  that  the  proceedings  of  the  presbytery 
will  have  to  be  reviewed  by  that  i  ody. 

Mow,  of  course,  the  question  arisen  whether  the  Boa  d  and  yon 

and  Mr.  ?i*eld  should  regard  the  matter  as  settled  and  sail  at  once 
or 

for  Chinn, A vafoeth e r  it  be  better  to  wait  until  after  the  meeting  of 
mod.  Me  appreciate  the  fooling  of  suspense  indicated  in  your  letter 
and  the  strain  which  the  e  is  causing  you.  dome  are  of 

the  opinion  that  the  Board  would  be  within  its  technical  rights  in 
regarding  the  action  of  the  presbytery  as  final  and  in  sending  you 
and  Mr.  Field  to  China  at  once.  This  position  is  strengthened,  by 
the  statement  which  a  prominent  member  of  the  Brefcbytery  made  to  ns 
this  morning  to  the  effect  that  the  complaint  to  Bynod  does  not 
affect  the  fact  of  your  ordination  cr  involve  a  doubt  as  to  your 
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dootrinal  oouMn esc  "but  only  the  question  as  to  the  regularity 
of  the  Presbytery ' a  action  so  that  the  complaint  is  against  the 
Presbytery  and  not  against  you  and  Mr,  yield. 

Xf,  however,  you  and  Ur,  Field  wore  to  leave  at  once  .for  China 
without  waiting  for  the  Synod1,*!  action,  it  la  quite  probable  that 
there  would  be  a  one  both  in  the  Board  and  in  the  presbytery  and  pos¬ 
sibly  in  the  Synod  also  who  might  feel  that  we  had  acted  with  undue 
haste,  fhey  might  even  interpret  such  action  as  a  defiance  of  the 
Synod,  or  at  least  m  a  disregard  of  the  courtesies  of  the  situation. 
We  fear  that  in  any  event  the  feeling:  night  be  intensified. 

In  the  circumstances,  does  it  not  comend  itself  to  your  judg¬ 


ment  and  to  l«Cr«  find’s  as  well  as  to  ours,  that  it  would  be  the 
more  Christian  course  to  be  patient  and  dignified  end  o onoiliato *y? 

In  a  life  service  on  the  foreign  field,  a  few  weeks  more  or  less  in 
the  date  of  departure  count  for  little.  Jo  far  as  the  work  is  concerned. 


there  is  no  reason  why  you  and  Hr,  Field  could  not  sail  in  K ov ember 
es  well  as  in  October,  by  taking  this  course,  yon/4an&  Ur,  Field 

and  the  Board  would  be  in  a  position  of  quiet  dignity  which  X  am  sure 

would  win  the  respect  and  good  will  of  all  concerned.  We  are  quite 
satisfied  that  you  and  hr.  Field  will  feel  that  this  would  be  more 
satisfactory  in  the  long  run  than  to  take  an  earlier  start  and 
leave  behind  a  feeling  of  bitterness  in  the  minds  of  brethren  who 
are  quite  conscientious  in  their  opposition  to  the  course  which  the 
Presbytery  took, 

Z  might  add  that  the  Kev.  Frank  Cambell,  the  Stated  Clerk,  ir. 

a  call  the  other  day,  stated  that  he  ’ad  not  received  the  blanks 

from  the  Board  prior  to  the  meeting  of  Presbytery  w.  ich  ordained  you, 
and  that  he  did  not  know  that  such  blanks  were  required  until  he 


received  them  several  days  afterward,  when  he  of  course  had  no 
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authority  to  fm  thorn  out,  no  notion  recommending  you  to  the  card 

having  boon  made  in  the  Presbytery.  Jr.  Haleey  *W»  thnt  thfJ 
v?©ro  sent 'to  the  foxmer  stated  clerk,  Dr,  W*1X»#  br.  H*l»*y  not  know¬ 
ing  that  a  change  had  been  made  in  the  office,  which  will  account  for 
the  fact  that  while  they  were  sent  from  this  office,  ::r.  OsmpoeXX  did 
not  get  then  in  tine* 

For  the  reasons  above  indicated,  it  scene  to  m  wiaer  to  wait 
mtil  the  Synod  has  acted.  Meantime,  the  Council  hopes  that  you  xd 
Mr.  Field  will  net  make  any  plans  to  remain  in  this  con  try  for  a 
year,  So  far  as  we  cm  judge  from  Drm  MoAf**’**  statement  to  us  this 
morning  of  what  occurred  in  presbytery  as  well  as  from  the  general 
situation,  there  is  little  reason  to  anticipate  any  acjjon 
that  would  delay  you r  departure.  !Che  need  on  the  field  is  urgent, 
and  we  think  it  would  be  wiser  for  you  both  to  hold  yourselves  in 
readiness  to  start  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  meeting  of  the 

Synod. 

Praying  that  Sod  may  guide  you  and  bless  yon  both,  1  remain. 


as  ever. 


Affocti onately  you rs , 


p.  S.  X  era  sending  a  copy  of  this 


Xettf-r  to  Mr.  Field, 


Copy, 


October  26th, 1904* 

My  dear  Mr.  Speer: 

I  am  confidently  hoping  that  I  may  be  able  to  go  to 
the  office  to-morrow,  Thursday  morning,  and  shall  aim  to  be  there  at  ten 
o'clock,  and  if  you  are  at  liberty  we  shall  confer  together  in  the  case 
of  Messrs.  Gleysteen  and  Field. 

The  fact  that  the  Synod  has  traversed  the  action  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery,  and  has  sanctioned  the  same,  vie  11  knowing  that  a  protest  had 
been  made  and  withdrawn,  would  render  it  still  more  embarrassing  for  the 
Board  to  take  up  the  case  and  virtually  overrule  the  action  of  both 
Fresbytery  and  Synod*  You  well  remember,  as  I  do,  the  case  of  McGilvary 
of  Laos*  It  was  a  more  pronounced  case  of  heresy  by  far  than  the  present 
one.  The  missionary  took  the  initiative  and  I  might  say  challenged  the 
Board  to  dismiss  him.  And  so  me  of  his  more  intemperate  friends  assuming 
that  we  were  going  to  do  so,  virtually  defied  us.  Before  we  knew  it  the 
matter  had  gotten  in  the  papers,  and  parties  for  and  against  began  to  take 
sides  and  to  arraign  the  Board  for  an  unwarranted  act  of  tyranny.  Mean¬ 
while  there  were  threats  that  the  support  of  some  of  the  churches  would  be 
withdrawn  or  greatly  diminished,  etc*,  etc.  It  seemed  as  if  the  enemy  of 
all  good  was  determined  to  make  the  Board  the  storm  centre  of  a  theological 
quarrel.  When  the  matter  was  brought  up  in  the  Board  it  decided  by  a  strorg 
vote  to  leave  the  case  where  it  had  been  placed  in  other  similar  situations 
in  the  hands  of  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  of  the  Church.  In  this 
reference  we  fcund  safety.  The  Mission  Presbytery  took  action  upon  the 
case,  but  if  I  remember  rightly  Mr.  McGilvary  forestalled  any  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  trial  by  resigning.  I  am  not  positive,  however,  as  to  that,  but  he 
soon  appeared  in  one  of  the  Universities  of  California  as  a  teacher  of 
Philosophy,  and  I  think  it  became  quite  apparent  that  he  had  seriously 
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apostacised  from  the  Christian  faith. 

On  two  occasions  there  have  been  reports  of  defection  on  the 

part  of  missionaries  in  Shantung-,  and  the  last  case  was  that  of  ..r. 

Fartch.  In  both  instances  when  the  matter  came  to  the  Board  it  was  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Presbytery  and  I  believe  the  brethren  withdrew  their 
theological  objections* 

Cn  general  principle  I  think  the  only  safety  of  the  Board  in 
its  great  and  delicate  work  lies  in  refraining  from  anything  like  ec¬ 
clesiastical  functions  or  authority,  The  Digest  of  183C  of  which  we 
were  speaking  the  other  day  virtually  upholds  a  general  principle,  while 
it  states  a  partial  objection.  I  can  see  how  there  might  be  cases  m 
which  pending  a  reference  to  the  meeting  of  the  next  Assembly ,  the  Boara 
might  call  a  halt  as  for  instance  in  the  McGilvary  case,  a  sudden  ara 
unexpected  defection  had  occurred,  and  flagrant  error  was  being  taught. 
Undoubtedly  the  Board  in  such  a  case  would  be  justified  m  a  stay  of 
procedings  until  the  case  could  be  reported  to  the  Assembly,  or  to  some 
subordinate  ecclesiastical  tribunal-  I  think  that  same  such  exigency  is 

all  that  that  early  Assembly  intended. 

But  this  case  is  wholly  different,  'lie  should  be  sitting  in  judg¬ 
ment  not  upon  these  candidates,  but  upon  the  Presbytery  of  Brcc.kj.$n  and 
the  Synod  of  New  York,  and  it  would  also  call  in  question  the  action  of 
two  or  three  later  Assemblies  which  dealt  with  c©nditions  similar  to 
those  of  the  present  case. 

There  are  just  now  on  both  sio.es  of  the  Atlantic  many  a  con 
flictirg  re-statement  of  theoretical  belief  in  regard  to  Scriptural 
authority  and  some  of  the  doctrines  which  we  deem  of  greatest  importance. 

My  own  deep  conviction  is  that  tlie  ,.to.  ement  of  jurist  is  the 
foundation  rock  of  the  whole  Gospel  fabric-  But  what  puzzles  me  is  the 
fact  that  some  of  those  who  seem  to  differ  from  my  theory  of  the  Atonement 
are  most  earnest,  practical  believers,  and  are  a  great  deal  more  efficient 


missionaries  than  i  should  make  if  I  were  in  their  place* 

Some  men  in  whose  preaching  the  vicarious  sacrifice  of  Christ 
is  constantly  and  earnestly  implied,  might  falter  when  asked  for  a 
theoretic  statement  in  Presbytery  there  oftentimes  the  outward  form 
of  the  question  is  quite  as  much  at  fault  as  the  rep_ly  of'  the  candi  date. 

Just  what  course  should  be  pursued,  I  cannot  at  the  present 
clearly  suggest,  but  in  my  opinion  the  Board  should  try  hard  to  find 
some  other  way  rather  than  to  arraign  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  and  the 
great  Synod  of  New  York*  I  think  that  a  good  deal  might  be  done  by  per¬ 
sonal  influence  *  For  example,  it  would  be  perfectly  proper  for  you  and 
Dr.  Brown  to  fully  explain  the  situation  to  these  young  brethren  by  cor¬ 
respondence,  and  fully  satisfy  yourselves  as  to  the  drift  of  their  future 
teaching.  Their  replies  might  remove  all  objection,  and  this  would  be 
much  better  than  formal  action  by  the  Board  which  would  certainly  bear  an 
aspect  more  or  less  judicial. 

Please  glance  over  these  points  and  let  me  know  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing  any  changes  which  you  would  suggest. 

I  am  undertaking  a  most  difficult  thing,  that  is  to  get  mater¬ 
ial  for  a  Bulletin. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


(signed)  F .F.Ellinwood • 
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CABLE  ADDRESS  I 


the  board  of  foreign  missions 

OF  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  u.S.a. 
156  fifth  avenue 

NEW  YORK 


"INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 

».  B.  C.  CODE,  4TH  EDITION 


Madison  Square  Branch 


P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


Nov.  4th. ,  1904 


The  Rev.  Frederick  J.  Campbell,  D.  D. , 


Stated  Clerk  presbytery  Brooklyn, 


423  1 jz  Clinton  St.,  Brooklyn 


Hy  dear  Dr.  Campbell: 


W©  have  received  your  communication  of  Oct 


25th  stating  tha$  the  complaint  to  Synod  in  the  case  of  the  Revs. 

Prn.  H.  G1  ©ystean  and  Frank  3.  Field  has  been  withdrawn  and  that 
the  presbytery  renews  its  recommend  at  ion  of  these  brethren  as  candi¬ 
dates  for  appointment  to  the  foreign  field. 

We  are  informed  that  the  complainants  in  withdrawing  their  com¬ 
plaint  sent  the  following  communication  to  the  Presbytery) - 

"New  York  City,  Oot.  5,  1904 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  whose 
names  were  attached  to  the  complaint  of  July  16th,  last,  addressed  to 
the  Synod  of  New  York,  having  received  from  the  appointed  committee 
of  presbytery  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Presbytery,  requesting  the 
withdrawal  of  the  complaint,  do  hereby  express  their  compliance  with 
said  reques'; ,  by  authorizing  the  complaint  to  be  withdrawn. 

In  so  doing,  the  undersigned  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood  that  the  step  which  they  now  take  is  not  due  to  any  change  of 
conviction  as  to  the  things  complained  of  or  the  grounds  on  which 
complaint  was  made.  But,  it  being  manifest  by  expressions  of  members 
in  presbytery  that  the  object  of  the  complaint  is  already  largely 
accomplished,  we  entertain  hope  that  in  the  future  a  strict  adherence 
to  Presbyterian  doctrine  and  law  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  repeat 
ing  the  step  which  we  have  taken  solely  as  a  matter  of  principle  and 
with  very  deep  pain;  and  w®  accept  the  assurances  given  us  by  pres¬ 
bytery  that  irregularities  such  as  are  complained  of  will  not  be  re¬ 
peated.  We  further  state  that  our  withdrawal  of  the  complaint  is 
only  with  the  express  understanding,  and  so  accepted  by* the  committee 
to  wrait  upon  the  complainants,  that  the  action  of  the  presbytery  is 
understood  by  the  complainants  as  an  assurance  that  men  shall  not 
be  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in 
our  standards. 


Lewis  Hay  Foote, 
Frederick  J.  Campbell, 


{signed. )  -- 


Walter  til.  Aikrnan, 
Darwin  R,  James, 


3Xiphalet  B.  Terry.  :1 


7/e  venture  to  inquire 

First;  Has  the  above  statement  of  the  complainants  been  made  a 


Ur.  Campbell)  -2- 

matter  of  record  by  the  Presbytery? 


♦ 


Second;  Has  the  Presbytery  made  any  reply? 

Third;  Will  you  send  me  a  copy  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
presbytery  relating  to  the  withdrawal  oi  the  complaint  includin'7, 
any  action  that  the  presbytery  may  have  taken  regarding  it? 

As  the  matter  will  come  before  our  Board  for  consideration 
Monday t  an  early  reply  will  be  highly  appreciated*  -  enOiOse 
addressed  envelope  with  a  special  delivery  stamp* 

Snc.  Cordially  yours. 


Geneva,  N.Y.,  Nov.  1,  1904. 


Dear  Mr.  Speer: 

Enclosed  find  the  exceptions  (copy;  taken  to  the  Min¬ 
utes  of  Brooklyn  Presbytery,  also  the  following  action  was  taken  "The 
Synod  directs  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  to  observe  in  the  future  all 

the  requirements  of  the  Constitution." 

The  Synod  did  not  void  the  ordinations,  but  exceptions  were 

^1—1  ■  i  - - — —■ — — — - "  ''■■■■  "  ■  ^ 

taken  to  their  irregularity  and  they  were  cautioned  not  to  repeat  it 
as  you  notice. 

Yours  very  truly, 

( signed; J.Wilford  Jacks, 

Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of 
New  York. 


Exceptions  taken  to  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of 
\  Brooklyn. 

(1)  That  on  page  258  under  date  of  Feb.  22,19C4,  the  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  installation  of  Rev.  L.  G.  Rclenback  over  Bethany 
Church  are  indefinite  as  to  date  and  mode  of  installation  and  that  the 
meeting  of  March  ICth  at  which  Mr.Rolenback  was  installed  is  recorded 
out  of  its  proper  order.  Nor  is  it  recorded  whether  said  meeting  of 
March  10th  was  an  adjourned  or  a  pro  re  nota  meeting. 

(2)  That  with  regard  to  the  meeting  of  June  ICth,  1904  (page 
288)  there  is  no  record  of  the  authority  for  the  meeting;  nor  of  any 
roll  call;  and  xf  only  two  members  of  Presbytery  are  specified  as  hav¬ 
ing  been  present . 

(3)  That  on  pages  239  and  240  (Jan. 14,  1904)  it  is  recorded 
that  the  Presbytery  organized  a  church  by  commission,  only  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbytery  being  recorded  as  present* 

(4)  That  with  regard  to  the  Meeting  of  June  7th,  19C4, (p.287) 
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there  is  no  record  of  the  authority  by  which  such  meeting  was  held, 
nor  is  it  expressly  stated  where  the  meeting  was  held. 

(5)  That  on  April  25th,  1904  (p.28C)  the  Presbytery  sus¬ 
tained  exceptions  to  the  records  of  the  Glenmore  Avenue  and  Frank¬ 
lin  Avenue  churches,  but  no  statement  of  the  nature  of  these  excep¬ 
tions  is  recorded  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery. 

(6)  That  at  the  meeting  held  June  29th, 19C4  (p.294)  the 
Presbytery  received  two  persons  as  candidates  for  the  ministry  in 
violation  of  Constitutional  Rule  #3. 

(7)  That  at  the  Meeting  on  Apr iljb5th,  (p.274)  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  Herbert  H.  Field  to  be  taken  under  care  of  Presbytery  was 
recorded  as  of  improper  date. 

(8)  That  in  the  Meetings  of  March  28th  and  Oct.  3rd,19C4, 
candidates  were  received  under  the  care  of  Presbytery  without  record 
that  they  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  Constitutional  Rule  #3. 

(9)  That  the  Minutes  of  &ct.  3rd  and  July  16th  were  net  ap¬ 
proved. 


j 


Geneva,  N.Y.,  Nov.  1,  1904. 


Dear  Mr.  Speer: 

Enclosed  find  the  exceptions  (copyJ  taken  to  the  Min¬ 
utes  of  Brooklyn  Presbytery,  also  the  following  action  was  taken  "The 
Synod  directs  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  to  observe  in  the  future  all 

the  requirements  of  the  Constitution. 1 

The  Synod  did  not  void  the  ordinations,  but  exceptions  were 
taken  to  their  irregularity  and  they  were  cautioned  not  to  repeat  it 
as  you  notice. 


Yours  very  truly, 

(signed/ J.Wi If ora  Jacks, 

Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of 
New  York. 


V 


Exceptions  taken  to  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of 

Brooklyn. 

(1)  That  on  page  258  under  date  of  Feb.  22,1904,  the  ar¬ 

rangements  for  the  installation  of  Rev .  L •  U •  Rolehbaci  c vei  Be  the ny 
Church  are  indefinite  as  to  date  and  mode  of  installation  and  that  the 

meeting  of  March  loth  at  ?/hich  Mr .Rolenback  was  installed  is  recorded 

out  of  its  proper  order.  Nor  is  it  recorded  whether  said  meeting  of 

arch  10th  was  an  adjourned  or  a  pro  re  noth  meeting.. 

(2)  That  with  regard  to  the  meeting  of  June  10th,  19C4  (page 
288)  there  is  no  record  of  the  authority  for  the  meeting;  nor  of  any 
roll  call;  and  sft  only  two  members  of  Presbytery  are  specified  as  hav¬ 
ing  been  present . 

(3)  That  on  pages  239  and  240  (Jan. 14,  19C4)  it  is  recorded 
that  the  Presbytery  organized  a  church  by  commission,  only  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbytery  being  recorded  as  present* 

(4)  That  with  regard  to  the  Meeting  of  June  7th,  1904, (p.287) 
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there  is  no  record  of  the  authority  by  which  such  meeting  was  held, 
nor  is  it  expressly  stated  where  the  meeting  was  held. 

(5)  That  on  April  25th,  19C4  (p.28l)  the  Presbytery  sus¬ 
tained  exceptions  to  the  records  of  the  Glenmore  avenue  and  Frank¬ 
lin  Avenue  churches^  but  no  statement  of  the  nature  of  these  excep¬ 
tions  is  recorded  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery. 

(6)  That  at  the  meeting  held  June  29th, 1964  (p.294)  the 
Presbytery  received  two  persons  as  candidates  for  the  ministry  in 
violation  of  Constitutional  Rule  #3. 

(7)  That  at  the  Meeting  on  Apr ilJ25thijp( p.274)  the  applica- 

I 

r 

tion  of  Herbert  H.  Field  to  be  taken  under  care  of  Presbytery  was 
recorded  as  of  improper  date. 

(8)  That  in  the  Meetings  of  Parch  28th  and  Let.  3rd, 19l 4, 
candidates  were  received  under  the  care  of  Presbytery  without  record 
that  they  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  Constitutional  Rule  #3. 

(9)  That  the  P.inutes  of  Set.  3rd  and  July  16th  were  net  ap¬ 


proved. 


Geneva,  I.L ,  l-iov .  1,  19^4. 


Dear  Mr.  Gpeer: 

Enclosed  find  the  exceptions  (copy;  taken  to  the  Min¬ 
utes  of  Brooklyn  Presbytery,  also  the  following  action  was  taken  "The 
Synod  directs  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  to  observe  in  the  future  all 

the  requirements  of  the  Constitution* 

The  Synod  did  not  void  the  ordinations,  but  exceptions  were 
taken  to  their  irregularity  and  they  were  cautioned  not  to  repeat  it 
as  you  notice. 

Yours  very  truly, 

( s igned/ J . Wilf ord  Jacks, 

Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of 
hew  York. 

/ 

Exceptions  taken  to  hi  mates  of  the  Presbytery  of 

Brooklyn . 

(1)  That  on  page  258  under  date  of  Feb.  22,19.4,  the  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  installation  ti  hev .  1*.  0 .  Rclenbact  over  Bethany 
Church  are  indefinite  as  to  date  and  mode  of  installation  and  that  the 
meeting  of  March  loth  at  which  h r .Rolenback  was  installed  is  recorded 
out  of  its  proper  order.  Nor  is  it  recorded  whether  said  meeting  of 

arch  1(  th  was  an  adjourned  or  a  pro  re  nota  meeting. 

(2)  That  with  regard  td  the  meeting  of  June  loth,  194 4  (page 
288)  there  is  no  record  of  tlie  authority  for  the  meeting;  nor  of  any 
roll  call;  and  only  two  members  of  Presbytery  are  specified  as  hav¬ 
ing  been  present . 

(3)  That  on  pages  239  and  240.  (Jan. 14,  19c4)  it  is  recorded 
that  the  Presbytery  organized  a  church  by  commission,  only  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbytery  being  recorded  as  pr  sent* 

(4)  That  with  regard  to  the  Meeting  of  June  7th,  19t4, (p .287) 


there  Is  no  record  of  the  authority  by  which  such  meeting  was  held, 
nor  is  it  expressly  stated  where  the  meeting  was  held* 

(5)  That  on  April  25th,  19.  4  (p.28  ,)  the  oresbytery  sus¬ 
tained  exceptions  to  the  records  of  the  Glenmcre  Avenue  and  Frank¬ 
lin  Avenue  churches a  hut  no  statement  of  the  nature  of  those  excep¬ 
tions  is  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Presbytery* 

(6)  That  at  the  meeting  held  June  29th, 1904  (p.294j  the 
Presbytery  received  two  persons  as  candidates  for  the  ministry  in 
violation  of  Constitutional  Rule  ;p 3* 

(7)  That  at  the  meeting  on  ,  opr i 125 thy ( p . 2 74 )  the  applica- 

j 

tion  of  Herbert  H.  Field  to  he  taker,  under  care  of  rreshytery  was 
recorded  as  of  improper  date. 

(8)  That  in  the  meetings  of  l arch  2  8th  and  o ct .  3rd, 19o4, 
candidates  were  received,  under  the  care  of  Presbytery  without  record 
that  they  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  Constitutional  Rule  #3 

(9)  That  the  i  inutes  of  Set.  3rd  and  July  16th  were  net  ap¬ 


proved* 


Geneva,  B.Y.,  :«cv .  1,  19v4. 


Gear  kr,  Speer ; 

Enclosed  find  the  exceptions  (copy;  taken  to  the  Win- 
utes  of  Brooklyn  I'rasbytery,  also  the  following  action  wee  taker  "The 
Synod  direct®  the  t'resbytery  cf  Brooklyn  to  observe  In  the  future  ell 

the  requirements  of  the  Constitution. 

The  Synod  did  net  void  the  ordinations,  but  exceptions  were 

taken  to  their  irregularity  and  they  were  cautioned  net  to  repeat  it 


as  you  notice. 


Yours  very  truly, 

( s  igne d > $ , IS i If  ord  J  acks, 

Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of 
Hew  York. 


exceptions  taken  to  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery  cf 

Brooklyn . 

(1)  that  on  page  256  under  date  of  Feb.  22,19-4,  the  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  installation  of  Kev.  L.  0.  Holenback  ever  Bethany 
Church  are  indefinite  as  to  date  and  mode  of  installation  and  that  the 
meeting  of  March  12th  at  which  f.r .Rolenback  was  installed  is  recorded 
out  of  its  proper  order*  Bor  is  it  recorded  whether  said  meeting  of 

larch  loth  was  an  adjourned  or  a  pro  rc  note  meeting. 

(2)  That  with  regard  to  the  mooting  f  June  loth,  19C4  (page 
QQ )  there  is  no  record  of  t  lie  authority  lor  th©  ^eo  t  i  n*  ;  nor  of  any 

roll  call;  and  atS  only  two  members  of  .  resbytery  arc-  specified  us  hav¬ 
ing  been  present . 

(3}  That  on  pages  239  and  241  (Jan* 14,  19c 4 J  it  is  recorded 
that  the  Presbytery  organized  a  church  by  commission,  only  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbytery  being  recorded  as  present* 

(4)  That  with  regard  to  the  Meeting  cf  June  7th,  19<.4,  Ip *287) 


there  is  no  record  of  the  authority  by  which  such  meeting  wss  held, 
nor  is  It  expressly  stated  where  the  meeting  was  held* 

(5)  That  on  April  25th >  19C4  (p*28C)  the  iiesbytery  sue 
tuined  exceptions  to  the  records  of  the  Qlenmcre  -venue  and  ironk- 
lin  Avenue  churches*,  but  no  statement  of  the  nature  of  these  exoep- 

tlona  is  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Presbytery* 

16)  That  at  the  meeting  held  June  29th,  11^4  (p.£&4)  the 
ireebytery  received  two  persons  as  candidates  for  the  ministry  m 

violation  of  constitutional  hul©  » o • 

(7)  That  at  the  Meeting  on  ^pril^Sth^i p.274)  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  Herbert  ii*  Field  to  be  taken  under  care  of  presbytery  was 

recorded  as  of  improper  date* 

(8)  That  in  the  meetings  of  ..larch  28th  and  v  et .  3rd,  19-  4, 

candidates  were  received  under  the  cars  of  Presbytery  without  record 
that  they  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  Constitutional  rtule  #3 
(0)  That  the  Minutes  of  ct .  3rd  end  July  loth  were  ret  ap¬ 


proved  * 


CABLE  ADDRESS’. 

•'INCULCATE,"  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 

A.  b.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

Office  of  secretary 

Dictated*  Deo*  23rd*,  1304* 

Rev.  Win.  R.  Richards,  D*  D., 

14  E.  3?th  St.,  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Richard;*: 

Inasmuch  as  you  honored  me  with  a  request  for  my  opin¬ 
ion  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  two  young  missionaries,  Field  and 
G ley steen,  please  allow  me  to  express  more  clearly  in  writing  the 
view  which  I  very  imprefectly  expressed  by  word  of  mouth. 

There  are  two  considerations  in  support  of  the  3oard*s  posit¬ 
ion  which  I  think  are  of  the  greatest  importance.  One  is,  that  it 
differs  widely  from  those  cases  in  which  the  missionary  has  devel¬ 
oped  heresy  on  the  field  -  changed  his  front  so  to  speak  -  in  the 
fact  that  our  first  and  only  knowledge  of  any  defection  in  these  men 
came  through  the  Presbytery  itself,  and  as  a  result  of  its  examina¬ 
tion.  The  initiative  was  with  the  Presbytery,  so  that  really  the 
ground  of  the  complaint  was  against  that  body  and  not  against  the 
young  men.  It  was  upon  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  Presby- 
terial  action  that  the  Board  was  asked  to  sit  in  judgment.  It  looks 

to  me  like  a  direct  issue  between  the  courts  of  the  Church  -  for 
the  Synod  also  was  finally  involved  -  and  a  Board  of  Missions  which 
is  no  part  of  our  ecclesiastical  organisation,  and  which  has  no  ju¬ 
dicial  function  on  questions  of  doctrine.  If  this  be  correct,  the 
three  protestants  are  virtually  complaining  of  the  Board  for  obeying 
the  mandates  of  the  General  Assembly  more  than  once  repeated,  and  th8 
Presbyterian  Church  is  asked  to  stultify  itself  by  the  rebuke  and 
overthrow  of  its  own  fundamental  principles  of  action* 


The  board  of  foreign  missions 

or  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 

1 56  fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


Madison  Square  Branch 
P.  O.  Box  No.  2. 


(Richards)  -  2  - 

The  other  consideration  which  I  would  emphasise*  is  the  exemp¬ 
tion  or  immunity  which  the  Board  has  repeatedly  found  in  the  simple 
rule  of  referring  such  vexed  questions  to  the  ecclesiastical  courts. 

It  is  a  boon  of  such  value  that  it  should  not  lightly  be  relinquished. 

we  all  witnessed  a  few  years  ago  the  terrible  conflict  which 
raged  in  the  Congregational  churches  over  the  action  of  the  Home 
Secretary  of  the  American  Board;  a  conflict  which  greatly  disturbed 
all  its  missionary  interests,  and  led  to  a  dimnition  of  funds.  At 
that  time  an  attempt  made  by  certain  parties  to  involve  us  in  the 
quarrel,  was  speedily  suppressed  by  a  statement  of  our  simple  rule. 

when  somewhat  later  the  He  Olivary  case  occurred,  an  effort 
vras  made  by  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Me  Olivary  to  raaKo  our  Board  a 
storm  centre  of  a  doctrinal  discussion,  and  there  were  indications 
of  a  troublesome  issue,  but  the  Board  was  fsaved  from  all  difficulty 
by  disclaiming  ecclesiastical  authority,  and  leaving  the  natter  in 
the  hands  of  Presbytery. 

In  the  present  ferment  of  religious  thought  and  discussion, 
w  hich  is  liXely  to  rather  increase  than  diminish  in  the  future,  it 
would  seem  rash  and  suicidal  to  abandon  the  position  in  which  the 
Foreign  Missionary  worX  of  the  Church  has  found  so  much  security 
in  the  past. 

Yours  very  sincerely. 


CABLE  ADDRESS: 
"INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 

A.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 


Office  of  secretary 


Missions 


OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U  S. A. 
156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


MADISON  SQUARE  BRANCH 
P.  O.  BOX  No.  2 


Be oembe r  £3rd,  1 90 4 . 


To  the  Peking  Fission, 
Dear  Friends 


00r:ie  misleading  statements  have  appeared  in  ore  or  two 
church  papers  regarding  the  ordination  of  the  Eev.  William  Cloys teen 
and  that  of  his  friend  and  classmate,  the  Hev.  Frank  E.  Field,  who  sails 
v.-itli  him  i  or  the  West  shantung  mission •  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have 
seen  these  statements,  and  I  hope  that  you  have  not,  but  lest  sane  ru¬ 
mor  may  have  disturbed  your  mind,  X  hove  placed  this  letter  in  the  hands 
of  fcr.  Cleysteen  with  the  suggestion  that  he  present  it  to  you  at  his 
discretion. 


He  come  from  the  Ke formed  Church  to  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  Ur.  Field  came  from  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ.  Although  they 
had  concluded  some  time  ago  that  the  Presbyterian  Church  was  most  in  ac~ 
cord  with  their  position  and.  that  they  wished  to  give  their  lives  to 
missionary  work  under  the  c arc  of  our  Church,  they  deferred  the  formal 


transfer  of  their  ecclesiastical  relations  until  their  papers  had  been 
passed  upon  by  the  Board  so  that  they  could  know  whether  it  could  appoint 
them.  The  Board  promptly  decided  in  view  of  their  exceptionally  good 
qualifications  that  it  would  not  only r be  willing,  but  glad  to  appoint 
them  subject  to  the  usual  ordination  by  Presbytery. 

Thep,  however,  they  applied  to  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn, 
they  were  apprised  of  the  rule  that  *no  person  shall  be  received  by 
i  resbytery  us  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  until  he  has  been  under  the 
care  of  a  session  for  a  period  of  at  least  six  months, *  and  that  "no  can- 
uioafce  Shall  receive  license  to  preach  until  he  lias  been  under  the  care  d 


Peking  Mission. 


m2m 

Presbytery  for  at  least  one  year,  except  in  extraordinary  cases  and  by 

consent  of  three •fourths  of  the  members  of  Presbytery  present."  The 
Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  decided  that  their  cases  eerie  under  the  general 
category  of  "extraordinary  cases ,*  and  by  a  three -fourths  majority  set 
aside  the  rule,  examined  and  ordained  them*  A  assail  minority  (five)  how¬ 
ever,  dissented,  r$  ■  '  -  questions  as  to  the  v  Parity  of  the  pro¬ 

ceeding  and  as  to  the  ’soundness  of  hr*  Field  and  kr*  Gley steen  on  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Atonement. 

Ihe  Synod  in  reviewing  the  case  as  it  appeared  in  the  Presby- 
terlal  records,  held  that  the  Presbytery  vm  technically  irregular  in  its 
procedure,  but  loft  the  ordination  of  the  young  mn  unimpaired*  Those 
who  knew  them  best  did  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  they  were  unsound, 
but  the  Board  felt  that  in  justice-  to  then  as  wall  as  to  the  work,  it 
would  be  unfortunate  if  they  were  to  go  to  the  field  without  a  special 
inquiry  which  would  permit  of  ar.  authoritative  reply  to  any  possible  mis¬ 
apprehension.  Accordingly  the  Board  referred  the  matter  back  to  Presby¬ 
tery,  asking  that  body  to  make  a  special  report  on  the  subject.  ~om  of 
the  toembers  ©f  the  rosbytery  wore  rather  Indignant  that  the  question 
should  be  raised  in  this  way,  feeling  that  the  fact  of  examination  and  or¬ 
dination  by  Presbytery  should  have  berm  deemed  a  sufficient  guarantee  of 
soundness.  However,  the  Presbytery  took  up  the  matter  again  and  November 
23th  took  the  follow in"  action; 

"Presbytery  commends  the  seal  of  the  Foreign  Board  that  only 
rsen  sound  In  the  faith  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field,  and  Us  recegniti© n 
that  the  determination-  of  that  soundness  is  the  concern  if  the  Presbyters 
lea  rather  than  of  the  Board,  it self,  it  gladly  makes  reply  to  the 
Board's  inquiry  that  during  the  examination  for  ordination  of  the  Fsv.  F. 
S.  Field  and  the  Rev*  Fa.  dleysteen  special  attention  was  paid  to  their 
belief  in  the  import ant  doctrine  of  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and 
that  they  approved  themselves  to  the  Presbytery  as  brethren  sound  in  their 
faith,  and  they  were  accordingly  ordained." 

ke  informed  by  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  that  there  was 

the 

only  one  dissenting  voice,  the  action  being  otherwise^ unanimous  judgment 


re  king  h\  ic  q  ion » 
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of  the  Presbytery  &t  a  largely  attended  meeting,  members  cf  the  Presby¬ 
tery  assure  us  that  the  examination  of  these  young  men  was  unusually 
thorough*  that  their  views  on  all  important  questions  of  Christian  doc¬ 
trine  were  fully  brought  exit*  and  that  they  are  in  every  way  worthy  of 
the  confidence  ©f  the  Board  and  of  the  Church. 

These  facts  were  reported  to  the  Board  at  its  meeting  Decem¬ 
ber  5th,  when  hr.  &  leys  teen  and  ;.ir.  Field  were  promptly  authorised  to 
sail  for  China. 

Ce  do  not  know  that  you  need  this  explanation*  and  yet  it 
seemed  wise  to  give  it  in  view  of  the  possibility  that  you  may  have  heard 
some  disturbing  statements.  The  Gecretari es  of  the  Board  personally  know 
Mr.  Gleycteen  and  so  fer  m  v/e  can  judge  from  our  own  observation  and  cor¬ 
respondence,  and  from  what  has  beer,  told  us  by  other  men  who  know  him  well 
and  whose  intelligence  and  soundness  in  the  faith  are  undoubted,  he  is  a 
man  admirably  qualified  for  missionary  work,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
commending  him  to  your  entire  confidence. 

Sincerely  yours. 


CABLE  ADDRESS! 
NCULCATE,"  NEW  YORK 
FOREIGN  MISSIONS  CODE 


MADISON  SQUARE  BRANCH 
P.  O.  BOX  No.  2 


A.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

Office  of  Secretary 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 


OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S.A. 
156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


December  £4th#  15JC4. 


To  the  nest  ohantung  Mission, 

Pe  -r  Friends 


Rdm*  misleading  statements  lu.ve  appeared  in  ere 
or  two  of  the  church  papers  regarding  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Frank 
Field,  and  his  friend  and  classmate,  the  Bev.  william  Gleysteen,  who 
sells  with  nils  for  the  Peking  Mission.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have 
seen  these  statements,  and  X  hope  that  you  have  riot,  but  lest  some  rumor 
may  have  disturbed  your  Kind,  I  haw  placed  this  letter  in  the  hands  of 

Rr.  Field  with  the  suggestion  that  he  present  tU  to  you  at  his  discre¬ 
tion. 

lie  earns  to  the  Presbyterian  church  from  the  united  Brethren 
in  Christ,  while  Mr*  Gleys.ieen  caKe  from  trie  Ref  ©rased  Church*  Although 
t.isy  h&d  concluded  socie  time  ago  that  the  i r c  sby tori an  Church  was  most 
in  accord  with  their  position  and  that  they  wished  to  give  their  lives 


to  missionary  work  under  the  car©  of  our  Church,  they  deferred  the  formal 
transfer  of  their  ecclesiastical  relations  until  their  papers  h&d  been 
passed  upon  by  the  Board,  so  that  they  could  know  whether  it  could  ap¬ 
point  them.  The  Board  promptly  decided  in  view  of  their  exceptionally 
good  qualifications  that  it  would  not  only  be  willing,  but  glad  to  ap¬ 
point  them  subject  to  the  usual  ordination  tsy  Presbytery* 

•*Vhen,  however,  they  applied  to  the  Fresbytery  of  Brooklyn, 
they  were  ftygt$ix*«d  »PP rfcaed  of  the  rule  that  "no  person  shell  be  received 
by  Presbytery  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  until  he  h as  beer*  under  the 
care  of  a  session  for  a  period  of  at  least  six  months and  that  "no  car- 
didate  shall  receive  license  to  preach  until  he  has  been  under  the  c&re  of 
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Presbytery  for  at  1 easjr  one  year,  except  in  extraordinary  csaee  and  by 
consent  of  three -fourths  of  the  members  of  Presbytery  present*"  The  ire s- 
bytery  of  Brooklyn  decided  that  their  cases  came  under  the  general  cate¬ 
gory  of  ’’extraordinary  cases, ”  and  by  a  three- fourths  majority  set  aside 
the  rule,  examined  and  ordained  the®*  A  ©mall  minority  (five/  however, 
dissented,  raising  some  questions  as  to  the  regularity  of  the  proceeding 
and  *s  to  the  soundness;  of  hr*  Field  and  Mr*  Gleysteen  on  the  doctrine  of 
the  .-.tenement* 

the  Synod  in  reviewing  the  esse  m  it  appeared  in  the  Presby- 
terial  records,  held  that  the  Presbytery  was  technically  irregular  in  its 
procedure,  but  left  the  ordination  of  the  young  men  unimpaired,  those 
who  know  them  best  did  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  they  were  unsound, but 
the  Board  felt  that  in  justice  to  the®  as  well  as  to  the  work,  it  would 
be  unfortunate  if  they  were  to  go  to. the  field  without  a  special  Inquiry 
which  would  permit  tkmm  of  m  authoritative  reply  to  any  possible  misappre¬ 
hension.  Accordingly  the  Board  referred  the  matter  back  to  Presbytery, ask¬ 
ing  that  body  to  make  &  special  report  on  the  subject  *  dome  of  the  members 
of  i . resbyfcery  were  rather  indignant  that  the  question  should  be  raised  in 
this  myf  feeling  that  the  fact  of  examination  and  ordination  by  Presby¬ 
tery  should  have  been  deemed  a  -sufficient  guarantee  of  soundness .  However, 
the  Presbytery  took  up  the  matter  again  and  November  28th  took  the  follow¬ 
ing  action: 


"Presbytery  commends  the  seal  of  the  Foreign  Board  that  ©riy 
men  sound  in  the  faith  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field »  and  its  recognition 
that  the  determination  of  that  soundness  Is  the  concern  cl  the  Presbyter  es 
rather  than  of  the.  Board  itself*  it  gladly  ass kes  reply  to  the  Board’s  in¬ 
quiry  that  during  the  examination  for  ordination  of  the  Rev.  F*  Field 
and  the  .Rev*  Willi  urn  G leys teen  speeial  attention  was  paid  to  their  bo  lief 
in  the  important  doctrine  of  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ ,  and  that  they 
approved  themselves  to  the  Presbytery  as  brethren  sound  in  their  faith, and 
they  were  accordingly  ordained.” 

We  are  Infer md  by  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  that  there  was 
only  on©  dissenting  voice,  the  action  being  otherwise  the  unanimous  Judgment 
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of  the  presbytery  at  a  largely  attended  meeting.  Members  of  tha  pres¬ 
bytery  assure  us  that  the  examination  of  tJJeae  young  men  was  unusually 
thorough,  that  their  views  on  all  important  questions  of  Christian  doc¬ 
trine  were  fully  brought  out  and  that  they  are  in  every  w&y  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  the  Bosrd  and  of  the  church. 


these  facts  were  reported  to  the  Board  at  its  meeting  Decem¬ 
ber  5th,  when  hr.  Cffeey steen. and  hr.  Field  were  promptly  authorized  to 


sail  for  China. 

v;e  do  net  know  that  you  need  this  explanation,  and  yet  it 
seemed  wise  to  give  it  in  view  of  the  possibility  that  you  may  have 
heard  sene  disturbing  statements.  The  Secretaries  of  the  Board  person¬ 
ally  Know  Mr.  Field,  and  so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  our  own  observation 
and  correspondence,  and  from  what  has  been  told  us  by  other  men  who  know 
his:  well  and  whose  intelligence  and  soundness  in  the  faith  cure  undoubted 
he  is  a  man  admirably  qualified  for  missionary  work,  &nd  we  have  no  hes¬ 
itation  in  commending  him  to  your  entire  confidence. 

Sincerely  yours, 


CABLE  ADDRESS: 
INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  missions  Code 


Madison  Square  branch 

P.  O.  BOX  No.  2 


A,  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

Office  of  Secretary 


The  board  of  Foreign  Missions 


OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U  S  A. 

156  Fifth  avenue 
NEW  YORK 


I/^cember  1:4th,  ISk;*. 


to  the  ftest  shantung  Mission, 

r«'iT  Friends i~ 

nous's  statement#  h^ve  cppe^.red  in  one 

or  two  of  the  church  papers  regard ing  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  mnk 

S‘  neUl'  ar4  hXs  *W*  classmate,  the  Rev.  William  Gleyateen,  who 

aeals  with  him  for  the  Peking  Mission.  \  ao  not  know  whether  >ou  have 

seen  these  statements,  l  hope  that  you  have  not,  but  lest  some  rumor 

}my  *-'ave  >’mir  nlM,  I  have  placed  this  letter  in  the  herds  of 

,'*r*  *  *****  the  suggestion  that  he  present  &l  to  you  at  his  disc re- 

7  tier. 

lie  cause  to  the  Fresbyterisn  church  fro a  the  uni  tea  Brethren 
in  :r  '  •  shil®  up‘  Oleyoteen  eaeefroB  the  informed  Church.  Although 
they  hj, 4  concluded  some  time  ago  that  the  Presbyterian  church  was  most 
if  accord  with  their  position  and  that  they  wished  to  eive  their  lives 
to  missionary  work  under  the  care  of  our  church,  they  deferred  the  formal 
transfer  of  their  ecclesiastical  relations  until  their  papers  had  beer, 
passed  upon  by  the  Board,  so  that  they  could  know  whether  it  could  ap¬ 
point  them.  The  Soiid  promptly  decided  in  vie®  of  their  exceptionally 
good  qualifications  that  it  would  net  only  be  willing,  but  glad  to  ap¬ 
point  then  subject  to  the  usual  cremation  by  ireabytery . 

'..'hen,  however,  they  applied  to  the  Ireabytwry  of  arooklyn. 
they  were  «„•*„*«*  apprised  of  the  rule  that  "no  person  stall  be  received 
by  i reabytery  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  until  he  has  been  under  the 
care  of  a  cession  for  a  period  of  at  least  six  months."  and  that  "no  can¬ 
didate  shall  receive  H  sense  to  preach  until  he  has  been  under  the  care  of 
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Presbytery  for  at  1  <ms$  one  year,  except  in  extraordinary  cases  and  by 
consent  of  three-fourths  of  the  jasjribsrs  of  Presbytery  present."  The  i res- 
bytery  of  Brooklyn  decided  that  their  case*  caste  under  the  general  cate¬ 
gory  of  "extraordinary  cases,*  and  by  a  three-fourths  majority  set  aside 
the  rule,  examined. end  ordained  them.  h  smell  minority  (flvei  however, 
dissented,  raising  &cm  questions  m  to  the  regularity  of  the  proceeding 
and  os  to  the  soundness  of  hr.  Field  and  :  tr*  0  ley  steer,  on  the  dectrir.  of 
the  atonement ♦ 

The  Synod  in  rm lowing  the  case  so  It  appeared  in  the  rresby- 
teri&l  records,  held  that  the  fresbytary  was  technically  irregular  in  its 
procedure ,  but  left  the  ordination  of  the  young  sen  unimpaired.  Those 
who  know  theta  best  did  not  for  a  momnt  believe  that  they  were  unsound ,but 
the  BOerd  fait  that  in  justice  to  than  as  veil  se  to  the  work,  it  would 
ba  unfortunate  if  they  were  to  go  to  the  field  without  a  special  inquiry 
which  would  permit  fchurn  of  m  author! tutlve  reply  to  any  possible  misappre¬ 
hension.  Accordingly  the  Board  referred  the  matter  back  to  presbytery, ask¬ 
ing  that  body  to  rrlo  a  special  report  on  the  subject .  _  -osae  of  the  swabers 
of  i  rasbytery  were  rather  indignant  that  the  question  should,  fee  raised  in 
this  way,  feeling  that  the  fact  of  examination  and  ordinBi5.cn  by  rreaby- 
ttry  should  have  been  doomed  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  soundness.  However, 
the  Frosfeytery  tool  up  the  matter  again  and  November  P8th  took  the  follow¬ 
ing  actions 


"Presbytery  c amends  the  seal  of  the  Foreign  Board  that  oriy 
men  sound  in  the  faith  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field,,  and  its  recognition 
that  the  determination  of  that  soundness  is  the  concern  of  the  Presbyteries 
rather  t hen  of  the  Board  itself,  it  gladly  makes  reply  to  the  Boa id*s  in¬ 
quiry  that  during  the  examination  for  ordination  of  the  Hew.  F.  £.  Field 
and  the  Bov.  ViiliUv.  Gleysteen  spoci&l  attention  was  paid  to  their  belief 
in  the  important  doctrine  of  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and  that  they 
approved  themselves  t©  the  rreabyterjr  as  brethren  sounr  in  their  faith, and 
they  were  accordingly  ordslnsd** 

We  are  infer-  by  a  member  of  the  Fresbytery  that  there  was 
only  one  dissenting  voice,  the  action  be-ing  otherwise  the  unanimous  judgment 


\J 


{ *  ©  s  t  ;  .ha ntung  V:  i  s  3  ion ) . 
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Of  the  frosbytery  at  a  largely  attended  meeting*  Members  cf  * res-* 
bytery  assure  ns  that  the  examine tton  of  i$e&e  young  ?nen  wee  unusually 
thorough#  that  their  views  or  all.  important  question©  c<  Christian  aoc— 
trine  were  fully  brought  out  that  they  &r®  In  ©v<- ry  way  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  the  Board  and  of  the  Church* 

these  facts  were  reported  to  the  Board  ot  its  meeting  Decem¬ 
ber  5th,  when  Bir.  G&eysteen  and  hr.  Field  were  promptly  authorized  to 
sail  for  china* 

vve  do  not  know  that  you  need  thi®  explanation,  and  yet  it 
s>©©uM3d  wise  to  give  it  in  view  of  the  possibility  that  you  stay  ii&ve 
heard  seme  disturbing  statements .  The  -ocretaries  of  the  Board  person¬ 
ally  &ncw  Mr*  Field#  and  so  far  as  ve  can  judge  frm  our  own  observation 
and  correspondence *  end  fro©  whet  has  been  told  us  by  other  me  n  vho  know 
hi r,'.  -.veil  and  whose  Intelligence  and  soundness  in  the  faith  are  undoubted, 
he  is  fe  man  admirably  qualified  for  missionary  work,  and  we  have  no  hes¬ 
itation  in  eoa&endins;  him  to  your  entire  confidence. 

Bine© rely  yours , 


^e^n£^f  - 

&Hy£- 

Or^^tyC^A^d 

?Ko  &-^JUl 


/^j0-0-^C^~  ' 


% 


&y\S\ 


'  lAf  ^ 

(j^a/(£&L<2^e^\ 


Xa^v. 


CABLE  ADDRESS! 
INCULCATE,'*  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Codc 

A.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 


Office  of  Secretary 


The  Board  of  Foreign  missions 

'  i  OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S.A. 

156  Fifth  avenue 

NEW  YORK 


MADISON  SQUARE  BRANCH 

P.  O.  BOX  No.  2 


I's  c  ers  b  er  1 3 1  h  ,  1 90  4 


To  the  faking  kileaiOB, 

Dear  Friend®:- 

Tii©  Rev#  Willis®  Gloy steen,  the  nm  missionary  of 

whose  appointment  and  assignment  to  your  ;<*  lesion  you  have  already 
beer*  advised,  expects  to  sail  from  San  Francisco  on  the  stsai&er  •China*’ 
January  10th, _  and  will  be  due  lr  Shanghai  February  5th*  I  know  that 
y.oi:  will  be  glad  to  have  letters  awaiting  hits  in  care  of  the  i'  re  as  in 
:;hen$ud#  .giving  hits  welcome  and  any  ins truct ions  that  he  may  need. 

If  you  do  not  receive  this  in  time  to  get  letters  hack  to  dhangh&l ,  you 
might  telegraph  him  there .  \<e  hope  that  the  harbor  at  Taku  will  not  be 

lot- bound*  f  it  i& ,  would  it  not  be  well  to  advise  Mr  i©  study  the 
long  age  at  s me  point  In  r>hamturg  until  lie  can  get  to  Peking.  Ho  is, 
as  you  w  1 11  re  Gt  11  f  r  on  my  f  omi r  c  cr re  #*  <  or  dt  rc  e ,  a  s  i ngl e  ns  n . 

tr.  Gleystesn  has  been  recently  bereaved  by  the  death  of  his 

f  ©the  r » 

sincere 1 y  y our s , 


jircub  'tr  AWWZ^z,-v^ 


W<s/U- 


CABLE  ADDRESS: 
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Foreign  Missions  Code 
A  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 


PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


156  Fifth  Avenue 
NEW  YORK 


office  of  secretary 


November  9th, 1904 


Tc  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn, 

The  Rev.  Frederick  Campbell,  D.  D.,  Stated  Clerk, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Dear  Brethren: 


The  statement  has  been  made  to  the  Board  that  the  Rev  . 


Field  and  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Gleysteen,  members  cf  ycur  Pres¬ 
bytery  who  are  under  appointment  to  the  foreign  field,  are  radical 
ly  defective  in  their  views  of  certain  fundamental  evangelical  doc¬ 
trines  particularly  "the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in 


our  standards.”  The  Board  would  fain  believe  that  the  statement  rests 


Upon  a  misapprehension,  especially  as  it  has  received  ycur  communica¬ 
tion  cf  October  25th  renewing  the  recommendation  cf  the  Presbytery 
that  these  brethren  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field.  The  statement,  how¬ 
ever,  is  definitely  and  positively  made  and  you  will  appreciate  the 
Board's  disturbance  of  mind.  It  would  be  a  serious  matter  from  the 
viewpoint  of  justice  to  Ar.  Field  and  1  r.  Gleysteen  as  well  as  from 
the  viewpoint  of  the  interests  of  foreign  missions  if  these  brethren 
were  to  go  to  the  foreign  field  with  such  a  clpud  hanging  ever  them. 

We  hesitate  to  bring  the  matter  to  your  attention  as  we  re¬ 
member  that  you  have  already  examined  these  brethren  for  ordination, 
and  yet  we  are  stire  that  the  Presbytery  will  appreciate  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  cf  the  situation  and  the  desirability  of  clearing  up  any  misappre¬ 
hension  that  may  be  f ound  to  exist.  The  foreign  missionary  in  Asia  is 
a  leader  and  a  moulder  cf  thought  tc  a  far  greater  extent  than  the 
average  minister  at  home  so  that  his  position  regarding  the  central 
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dcctrin^s  of  evangelical  faith  becomes  of  unusual  importance  •  You 
will  agree  with  us  that  it  would  be  harmful  to  the  cause  we  all  love 
if  the  charge  were  to  be  made  that  the  Board  is  appointing  men  who 

ueny  :i  cardinal  truth  of  the  Gospel  unless  the  Board  is  in  a  position 
to  reply  that  it  has  especially  referred  that  statement  to  the  Pres- 
oytery  involved,  and  that  the  Presbytery  declared  tot  the  statement  to 
be  unfounded.  The  Board  would  then  be  able  tc  state  authoritatively 

that  that  particular  fact  has  been  inquired  into  with  satisfactory 
results . 

While,  therefore,  the  Board  does  not  wish  to  question  the 
validity  of  the  action  that  you  have  already  taken,  yet  in  view  of  the 
special  responsibility  that  the  Board  sustains  to  the  foreign  missicn- 
aries  under  its  care  and.  to  the  Church  as  their  sponsors,  it  deemed  it 
wise,  at  its  meeting  the  7th  instant,  to  take  the  following  action;- 
‘ :C'  'oard  having  under  consideration  the  ca^e  of  r 

dilrr- 

Of  $hese  brethren  was  express* a.  it  Lf rescued  thaflhe  case  hfrSS 
f erred  to  the  »■  resbbtery  of  Brooklyn,  with  the  reauest  tha^the^,! 
bytery  take  measures'^  ascertain  the  foots  and  to  sati.fv  h^n  ? 
m  respect  to  this  lBportantmueetion.  sati*fy  the  dt)arG 

, teen  and  -‘'r®  vf'f®  ?  irected  the  Secretaries  to  express  to  Mr.  Gley- 
tc  raise  any' 'question  as^rse^f^t^t^tSf f^e?4‘?^1"eo*”,rSr 

t«^^se1SbySthe  J82"  If  his  father^an^a  ln  *he 

prayers  of  the  Board  will  be  offered  in  his  behalf."  ''  6 

Y°U  wlU  cf  f bur se  understand  that  this  action  of  the  Board 
is  not  intended  tc  indicate  ar.y  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  of  in¬ 
correctness  of  the  statement  referred  tc,  but  that  it  is  simply  a  re- 
quest  for  your  judgment . 

un  behalf  of  the  Beard, 

(signed)  Arthur  J.  Brown, 

Secretary . 


CABLE  ADDRESS:  THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

“INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK  OF  THE 

Foreign  Missions  Code  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 

A  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

156  Fifth  Avenue 
NEW  YORK 

Office  of  secretary 


Madison  Square  branch 
P.  O.  Box  NO.  2 


jo v e  ml  > e r  9  th,  19'  4 . 

Tc  the  i-  r  es  by  ter  y  of  Brooklyn, 

The  Hev.  Frederick  Campbell,  D-  D. ,  Stated  Clerk, 

Brooklyn,  tu  Y. 

Dear  Brethren;- 

Ths  statement  Has  been  made  to  the  Board  that  the  Rev . 

Frank  B*  Field  and  the  Rev-  Wm*  H.  Gleysteen,  members  of  your  Pres- 
feytery  who  are  under  appointment  to  the  foreign  field,  are  radical¬ 
ly  defective  in  their  views  of  certain  fundamental  evangelical  doc¬ 
trines  particularly  the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in 
cur  standards."  The  Beard  would  fain  believe  that  the  statement  rests 
ppon  a  misapprehension,  especially  us  it  hm  received  yeur  communica¬ 
tion  c-f  October  26th  renewing  the  recommendation  of  the  rresbytery 
that  these-  brethren  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field.  The  statement,  how¬ 
ever,  is  definitely  and  positively  made  and  you  will  appreciate  the 
Board’s  disturbance  of  mind.  It  would  be  a  serious  matter  from  the 
viewpoint  of  justice  to  dr.  Field  and  hr.  Gleystecn  &e  well  as  from 
the  viewpoint  of  the  interests  of  foreign  missions  if  these  brethren 
were  to  go  tc  the  foreign  field  with  such  a  elpud  hanging  ever  them. 

Fe  hesitate  to  bring  the  matter  tc  your  attention  as  we  re¬ 
member  that  you  have  already  examined  these  brethren  for  ordination, 
and  yet  we  are  sure  that  the  Presbytery  will  appreciate  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  the  situation  and  the  desirability  of  clearing  up  any  misappre¬ 
hension  that  may  be  found  to  exist.  The  foreign  missionary  in  Asia  is 
a  leader  and  a  moulder  cf  thought  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  the 
average  minister  at  home  so  that  his  position  regarding  the  central 


(Presbytery  of  Brooklyn). 


-2- 


dcctrines  of  evangelical  faith  becomes  of  unusual  importance.  You 

will  agree  with  us  that  it  would  be  harmful  to  the  cause  we  all  lcvo 

ij  the  c lk..rge  were  to  be  made  that  the  Board  is  appointing  men  who 

ion,,  a  cardinal  truth  of  the  Gospel  unless  the  Board  is  in  a  position 

to  reply  that  it  lias  especially  referred  that  statement  to  the  ores- 

bytery  involved,  and  that  the  Presbytery  declared  that  the  statement  tc 

bo  unfounded.  The  Beard  would  then  be  able  tc  state  authoritatively 

that  that  particular  fact  has  been  inquired  into  with  satisfactory 
results . 


While,  therefore,  the  3 card  dees  not  wish  to  question  the 
validity  cf  the  action  that  you  have  already  taken,  yet  in  view  of  the 
special  responsibility  that  the  Board  sustains  to  the  foreign  mission¬ 
aries  under  its  care  and  to  the  Church  as  their  sponsors,  it  deemed  it 
at  lts  Ke€fcin&  thc  ?th  instant,  to  take  the  following  action:- 

,  ,  "4he  ?0ard  having  under  consideration  the  case  of  Peseta 
i«id  and  oleys teen,  and  having  heard  certain  statements  made  by  mon- 

bSr?,  171  which  doubt  in  regard  to  the  doctrinal  soundness 

fff  expressed,  it  was  resolved  that  the  c^se  be  re- 

with  the  request  that  the  Pres- 

b^t,er,y  take  mm ur  (  tain  the  facts  and  to  satisfy  the  Board* 

-n  respect  to  this  important  ^question.  * 

tUM  .in,  ??  oirseteo  the  Secretaries  to  express  to  ,,r.  Gley- 

stecn  ana  «r.  Field  its  greet  regret  that  it  had  been  found  necdssr.rv 

tWSi5va»f  h»!Eticn  08  to  s8WUn«  thera  the  foreign  field,  it  Jr- 
ticularly  wishes  to  express  to  hr.  Glcysteen  its  sy»p»t hv  ir  the  rh 

tr6sE  caused  by  the  illness  of  his  father,  end  Lour-  h  B 

prayers  of  the  Board  will  be  offered  in  his  behalf.” ' 

You  will  of  course  understand  that  this  action  of  the  Beard 
is  net  intended  tc  indicate  ar.y  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  cf  in¬ 
correctness  of  the  statement  referred  to,  but  that  it  is  simply  a  re- 
quest  for  your  judgment. 

Ln  behalf  cf  thc  Be ere, 

(signed)  Arthur  J.  Brown, 


Secretary. 


CABLE  ADDRESS  I 
"INCULCATE,"  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 

A,  B.  C.  CODE,  4TH  EDITION 

OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


The  Board  of  foreign  missions 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S.A. 

156  fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


Madison  Square  Branch 
P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


Nov.  9  th.,  1904, 


To  the  presbytery  of  Brooklyn, 

The  Rev.  Frederick  Campbell,  D.D., Stated  Clerk., 

Brooklyn,  Re w  York. 


Bear  Brethren: 

The  statement  has  been  made  to  the  Board  that  the 


Rev.  Frank  S.  Field  and  the  Rev,  Wm.  H.  Gleysteen,  members  of  your 
Presbytery  who  are  under  appointment  to  the  foreign  field,  are  rad¬ 
ically  defective  in  their  views  of  certain  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  particularly  '’the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained 
in  our  standards."  The  Board  would  fain  believe  that  the  statement 
rests  upon  a  misapprehension,  especially  as  it  has  received  your 
communication  of  October  25th  renewing  the  recommendation  of  the 
Presbytery  that  these  brethren  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field.  The 
statement,  however,  is  definitely  and  positively  made  and  you  will 
appreciate  the  Board's  disturbance  of  mind.  It  would  be  a  serious 
matter  from  the  viewpoint  of  justice  to  Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Gleysteen 


as  well  as  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  interests  of  foreign  missions 
if  these  brethren  were  to  go  to  the  foreign  field  with  such  a  nh-T'gu \ 
hanging  over  them. 

We  hesitate  to  bring  the  matter  to  your  attention  as  we  remember 
that  you  have  already  examined  these  brethren  for  ordination,  and  yet 
we  are  sure  that  the  Presbytery  will  appreciate  the  embarrassment  of 
the  situation  and  the  desirability  of  clearing  up  misapprehension 

foreign  missionary  in  Asia  is  a  leader  and  moulder 
of  thought  to' &  far  greater  extent  than  the  average  minister  at  home 
so  that  his  position  regarding  the  central  doctrines  of  evangelical 


faith  becomes  of  unusual  importance.  YYe-  ar-e  -cnnf  i-Aa&t-  that.  you  will 
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agree  with  us  that  it  would  he  harmful  to  the  cause  we  all  love  if 
the  charge  were  to  be  made  that  the  Board  is  appointing  men  who  deny 
a  cardinal  truth  of  the  Gospel  unless  the  Board  is  in  a  position  to 
reply  that  it  has  specially  referred  that  statement  to  the  presbytery 
involved,  and  that  the  Presbytery  declared  the  statement  to  be  un¬ 
founded*,  The  Board  would  then  be  able  to  state  authorita^ ively  that 
that  particular  fact  has  been  enquired  into  with  satisfactory  results. 

While  therefore,  the  Board  does  not  wish  to  question  the  validity 
of  the  action  that  you  have  already  taken,  yet  in  view  of  the  special 
responsibility  that  the  Board  sustains  to  the  foreign  missionaries 


under  its  care  and  to  the  Church  as  their  sponsors ,  it  deemed  it  wise, 
at  its  meeting  the  7th  instant,  to  take  the  following  action^* 

/-was-  t! Vsl  ru et  ed  t  ort 
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"The  Board  having  under  consideration  the  case  of  Messrs.  Field 
and  Gleysteen,  and  having  heard  certain  statements  made  by  members  of 
the  Board  in  which  doubt  in  regard  to  the  doctrinal  soundness  of  these 
brethren  was  expressed,  it  was  resolved  that  the  case  be  referred  to 
the  presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  with  the  request  that  the  presbytery  take 
measures  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  to  satisfy  the  Board  in  respect 
to  this  important  question. 

The  Board  directed  the  Secretaries  to  express  to  Mr.  Gleysteen 
and  Mr.  Field  its  great  regret  that  it  had  been  found  necessary  to 
raise  any  question  as  to  sending  them  to  the  foreign  field.  It  par¬ 
ticularly  wishes  to  express  to  Mr.  Gleysteen  its  sympathy  in  the  dis¬ 
tress  caused  by  the  illness  of  his  father,  and  assures  him  that  the 
prayers  of  the  Board  will  be  offered  in  his  behalf.” 

You  will  of  course  understand  that  this  action  of  the  Board  is 
not  intended'  to  indicate  any  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  or  in- 

correctness  of  the  statement  simply  a  request  for  your  judgment. 

A,  /\ 
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On  behalf  of  the  Board, 


Secretary. 


r 


Hew  York  City,  Ovt.  5,  1904. 

Thw  undersigned,  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  *hos* 
names  were  attached  to  the  complaint  of  July  16th, last,  addressed  « 
the  Synod  of  Hew  York,  having  reoeived  from  the  appointed  **nmittee 
of  Presbytery  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Presbytery,  revesting  the 
withdrawal  of  the  complaint,  do  hereby  express  their  compliance  with 
said  request,  by  authorising  the  complaint  to  be  withdrawn. 

In  so  doing,  the  undersigned  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood  that  the  step  which  they  now  take  is  not  due  to  any  change  of 
conviction  as  to  the  things  complained  of  or  the  grounds  on  which 
complaint  was  made.  But,  it  being  manifest  by  expressions  of  members 
in  presbytery  that  the  object  of  the  complaint  is  already  largely  ac¬ 
complished,  we  entertain  hope  that  in  the  future  a  strict  adherence  t. 
Presbyterian  doctrine  and .law  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  repeating 
the  step  which  we  have  taken  s.lely  as  a  matter  of  principle  and 
with  very  deep  pain;  »d  we  accept  the  assurances  given  us  by  Presby¬ 
tery  that  irregularities  such  as  are  complained  oi  will  not  be  repeats 
We  further  state  that  our  withdrawal  of  the  complaint  is  only  with  the 
express  understanding,  and  so  accepted  by  the  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  complainants,  that  the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by^ 
the  complainants  as  an  assurance  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny 
the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards. 


Lewis  Ray  Foote, 
Frederick  Campbell, 
Walter  M.  Aikman  , 
Darwin  E.  James, 
Flipkalet  B.  ferry. 


He w  York  City,  uvt.  5,  19C4, 

Thw  undersigned,  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  rooklyn,  vdiose 
names  were  attached  to  the  oornplaint  of  July  16th,  las  t,  addressed  -  e 
the  Synod  of  Hew  York,  having  received  frcsn  the  appointed  domrnit tee 
of  Presbytery  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Presbytery,  request  in?;  the 
withdrawal  of  the  complaint,  do  hereby  express  their  compliance  with 
said  request,  by  authorizing  the  complaint  to  be  withdrawn. 

In  so  doing,  the  undersigned  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood  that  the  step  which  they  now  take  id  not  due  to  any  change  of 
conviction  as  to  the  things  complained  of  or  the  grounds  on  which 
complaint  was  made.  But,  it.  being  manifest  by  expressions  of  man  bars 
in  Presbytery  that  the  object  of  the  complaint  is  already  largely  ac¬ 
complished,  we  entertain  hope  that  in  the  future  a  strict  adherence  to 
Presbyterian  doctrine  and  law  will  obviate  the  necessity  cl  repeating 
the  step  which  we  have  taken  solely  as  a  matter  of  principle  and 
with  very  deep  .pain;  and  we  accept  the  assurances  given  us  by  Presby¬ 
tery  that  irregularities  such  as  are  complained  of  will  not  be  repeated, 
We  further  state  that  our  withdrawal  of  the  complaint  is  only  with  the 
express  understanding,  and  so  accepted  by  the  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  complainants,  that  the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by 
the  complainants  as  an  assurance  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  vho  deny 
the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards, 

Lewis  Ray  Foot©, 

Frederick  Campbell, 

Walter  M,  Altaian  , 

Darwin  S,  James, 

Eliph&let  B,  Terry. 


Sew  York  City,  ovt,  5,  1904. 

Thw  undersigned,  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  vdioee 
names  were  attached  to  the  complaint  of  July  16th, last,  addressed  to 
the  Synod  of  Sow  York,  having  received  from  the  appointed  Committee 
of  Presbytery  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Presbytery,  requesting  the 
withdrawal  of  the  complaint,  do  hereby  express  their  compliance  with 
said  request,  by  authorising  the  complaint  to  be  withdrawn. 

In  so  doing,  the  undersigned  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood  that  the  step  which  they  now  take  is  not  due  to  any  change  of 
conviction  as  to  the  things  e explained  of  or  the  grounds  on  which 
complaint  was  made.  But,  it  being  manifest  by  expressions  of  members 
in  Presbytery  that  the  object  of  the  complaint  is  already  largely  ac¬ 
complished,  we  entertain  hope  that  in  the  future  a  strict  adherence  to 
Presbyterian  doctrine  and  law  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  repeating 
the  step  which  we  have  taken  solely  as  a  matter  of  principle  and 
with  very  deep  pain;  and  wq  accept  the  assurances  given  us  by  presby¬ 
tery  that  irregularities  such  as  are  eonplained  of  will  not  be  repeated. 
We  further  state  that  our  withdrawal  of  the  e  cm  plaint  is' only  with  the 
express  understanding,  and  so  accepted  by  the  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  complainants,  that  the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by 
the  complainants  as  an  assurance  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny 
the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards. 

L- 

Lewis  Hay  Foote, 

Frederick  Campbell, 

Walter  M.  Aikman  , 

Darwin  a,  James. 

Pliphalet  Terry. 


t'Jew  York  City,  uvt,  5,  19  C4. 

Thw  undersigned,  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  otiose 
names  were  attached  to  the  ocraplaint  of  July  16th, last,  addressed  to 
the  3ynod  of  Hew  Yoxfc,  having  received  from  the  appointed  Committee 
of  Presbytery  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Ires  by tery,  requesting  the 
withdrawal  of  the  complaint,  do  hereby  express  their  compliance  with 
said  request,  by  authorising  the  complaint  to  be  withdrawn. 

In  eo  doing,  the  undersigned  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  under** 
stood  that  the  step  ?diich  they  now  take  id  not  due  to  any  change  of 
conviction  as  to  the  things  complained  of  or  the  grounds  on  which 
complaint  was  made.  But,  it  being  manifest  by  expressions  of  mashers 
in  presbytery  that  the  object  of  the  complaint  is  already  largely  ac¬ 
complished,  we  entertain  hope  that  in  the  future  a  strict  adherence  to 
Presbyterian  doctrine  and  law  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  repeating 
the  step  'rihieh  we  have  taken  solely  as  a  matter  of  principle  and 
with  very  deep  pain;  and  we  accept  the  assurances  given  us  by  Presby¬ 
tery  that  irregularities  such  ae  are  complained  of  will  not  be  repeated. 
We  further  state  that  our  withdrawal  of  the  ocraplaint  Is  only  with  the 
express  understanding,  and  bo  accepted  by  the  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  complainants,  that  the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by 
the  complainants  as  m  assurance  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny 
the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards, 

Lewis  Bay  Foote, 

Frederick  C m.  pbe 11 , 

Palter  :i.  A  item  , 

. . •  rvtn  s,  James, 

Pligh&let  B,  ferry. 
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Maoison  Square  branch 
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OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


A.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 


Deo,  6th.,  1904 


Th^  Rev  .  Wm.  K.  Gleysteen, 

Alton,  Iowa 
My  dear  Mr.  Gleysteen: 


I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Rev 


Frederick  Campbell,  B. D. ,  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn, 
dated  Dec,  1st,  and  giving  the  action  of  the  Presbytery  at  its  meet¬ 
ing  November  28th.  I  presented  this  communication  at  the  meeting  of 
our  Board  yesterday  and  the  followihg  action  was  taken: - 

"On  the  basis  of  a  communication,  dated  December  1st,  from  the 
Rev.  Frederick  3.  Campbell,  P.D. ,  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Brooklyn,  the  Rev.  F,  S.  Field  and  the  Rev.  william  Gleysteen  were 
authorised  to  sail  at  once  for  their  respective  missions,  and  invview 
of  their  detention  in  this  country  for  about  three  months  beyond  the 
time  at  which  they  had  planned  to  sail,  it  was  voted  to  appropriate 
to  each  the  sun  of  ’:'100.  for  home  allowance. ,T 

I  sent  both  you  and  Mr.  Field  the  following  telegram  yester- 
d  ay  aft  era  oon :  - 

* Board  votes  you  one  hundred  dollars  and  authorises  sailing. 
Steamers  leave  San  Francisco  seventeenth  and  twenty-eighth  .  Tele- 
graph  preference  and  we  will  eng- age  accommodations. 

We  heartily  congratulate  you  and  Mr.  Field  on  .this  issue,  and 
we  trust  that  you  can  now  set  your  faces  toward  China  with  a 
deepened  sense  of  God’s  guidance.  We  deeply  regret  the  embarrassment 
which  has  developed,  but  we  are  sure  that  you  appreciate  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  that  your  own  feeling  is  one  of  kindliness  and  respect 
for  the  conscientious  convictions  of  all  the  brethren  concerned.  The 
part  of  the  Board  in  the  matter  has  been  an  exceedingly  difficult 
and  delicate  one. 


As  soon  as  I  receive  your  telegram  as  to  the  date  of  your  de¬ 
parture  from  San  Francisco,  I  shall  have  pleasure  in  writing  to  your 


(Mr.  Gley steen)  -2- 

Mission  announcing  your  coming  and  suggesting  that  letters  he  sent  to 
you  in  care  of  the  Presbyterian  Mission  Press,  18  Peking  Road,  Shanghai. 
Of  course  it  is  possible  that  no  letters  may  arrive  because  you  may 
get  to  Shanghai  before  there  would  be  time  for  my  letter  to  reach  K^rth 
China  and  the  missionaries  to  get  letters  back  to  Shanghai.  So  if  there 
are  no  letters  there,  go  on  a"  once  to  Peking.  Dr,  Fitch,  the  Manager 
of  the  Mission  Press,  will  give  you  all  needful  directions.  You  will  be 
very  heartily  welcomed  on  the  field,  and  you  need  not  anticipate  the 
slightest  embarrassment  on  account  of  your  detention  in  this  country, 
as  I  shall  write  such  a  letter  to  the  Mission  as  I  think  will  obviate 
anything  of  that  sort. 

May  God  give  you  a  long  and  useful  service  in  China  for  the  Christ 
vvhom  you  love. 


\AA 


(&l£,  v 
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CABLE  ADDRESS'. 
‘INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
OF  THE 


Maoison  Square  branch 
P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


Foreign  Missions  Code 
a.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 


PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


N eve  mb  er  9  th,  1994. 


The  Rev.  John  F.  Carson,  D.  D., 

Pastor  Central  Presbyterian  Church 
Brooklyn,  M.Y. 


My  dear  Dr.  Carson: 


We  heartily  appreciate  your  kindness  in  so  promptly 


answering  my  inquiry  of  the  5th  inst-  Both  your  letters  were  read 
to  the  Board.  In  accordance  with  ycur  request,  I  return  enclosed 
the  copy  of  the  original  complaint  of  Dr.  Campbell  and  others. 


The  letter  to  BrL  Campbell  which  you  stated  in  your  let¬ 


ter  was  enclosed,  was  not  in  the  envelope .  I  should  be  very  glad 
if  you  could  send  it  to  me  now. 

I  enclose  a  copy  cf  an  official  letter  which  by  theroorder 
of  the  Board  I  have  just  sent  to  Dr.  Campbell,  the  Stated  Clerk. 

You  will  appreciate  our  deep  regret  and  omr  earnest  de¬ 
sire  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  lead  all  concerned  to  an  amicable 
and  satisfactory  conclusion. 


Cordially  yours 


Snc . 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


MADISON  SQUARE  BRANCH 
P.  O.  BOX  NO.  2 


CABLE  ADDRESS! 
“INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 
A.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 


Office  of  secretary 


156  fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


November  9th,  19Q4. 


The  Rev.  John  F.  Corson,  D.  D., 

Pastor  Central  Presbyterian  Church, 

Brooklyn,  K .  Y . 

My  dear  Dr.  Carson: - 

We  heartily  appreciate  your  kindness  in  so  promptly 
answering  my  inquiry  of  the  5th  inst.  Both  your  letters  were  read 
to  the  Board.  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  return  enclosed 
the  copy  of  the  original  complaint  of  Dr.  Campbell  and  ether** 

The  letter  to  Dr*.  Campbell  which  you  stated  in  your  let¬ 
ter  was  enclosed,  was  not  in  the  envelope.  I  should  be  very  glad 
if  you  could  send  it  to  me  now. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  an  official  letter  which  by  thro order 
of  the  Board  I  have  just  sent  to  Dr.  Campbell,  the  Stated  clerk. 

You  will  appreciate  our  deep  regret  and  o&r  earnest  de¬ 
sire  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  lead  all  concerned  to  an  amicable 
and  satisfactory  conclusion. 

Cordially  yours, 


Enc. 


CABLE  ADDRESS: 
“INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 
A  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


The  board  of  Foreign  missions 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


Madison  Square  branch 
p.  O.  Box  No.  2 


November  9  th,  1934. 


The  Rev*  John  F.  Corson,  D •  Tj . , 

Pastor  Central  Presbyterian  Church, 

Brooklyn,  R.Y* 

Ky  dear  Dr*  Carson: - 

We  heartily  appreciate  your  kindness  in  so  promptly 
answering  my  inquiry  of  the  5th  Inst .  Both  your  letters  were  read 
to  the  Board.  In  accordance  with  your  request,  '«  return  enclosed 
the  copy  of  the  original  complaint  of  Dr.  Campbell  and  others* 

The  letter  to  DrV  Campbell  which  you  stated  in  your  let¬ 
ter  was  enclosed,  was  not  in  the  envelope  ♦  I  should  do  very  glad 

if  you  could  send  it  to  m  now. 

X  enclose  a  copy  of  an  official  letter  which  by  theoorder 

of  the  Board  X  have  just  sent  to  Dr.  Campbell,  the  Ota ted  Clerk. 

You  will  appreciate  cur  deep  regret  and  oftr  earnest  de¬ 
sire  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  lead  all  concerned  to  an  amicable 
and  satisfactory  conclusion. 

Cordially  yeurs, 


In  c  * 


CABLE  ADDRESS! 
“INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 
A  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

Office  of  secretary 


The  Board  of  foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


Madison  Square  branch 
p.  O.  Box  NO.  2 


k'ovemb  or  9  th ,  19 Q 4 . 


The  Kev*  John  F«  Carson,  D *  X>» , 

Pastor  Central  Presbyterian  Church, 
Brooklyn ,  .  Y  ♦ 


My  dear  Dr*  Carson: - 

We  heartily  appreciate  your  kindness  in  so  promptly 
answering  my  inquiry  of  the  5th  Inst*  Both  your  letters  were  read 
to  the  Board*  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  return  enclosed 
the  copy  of  the  original  complaint  of  Dr*  Campbell  and  others* 

The  letter  to  Prk  Campbell  which  you  stated  in  your  let¬ 
ter  was  enclosed,  was  not  in  the  envelope •  1  should  be  very  glad 

if  you  could  send  it  to  me  now* 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  an  official  letter  which  by  thaoorder 
of  the  Board  3  have  just  sent  to  Dr.  Campbell,  the  Stated  Clerk. 

You  will  appreciate  our  deep  regret  and  otr  earnest  de¬ 
sire  that  the  spirit  of  God  nay  lead  all  concerned  to  an  amicable 
and  satisfactory  conclusion. 

Cordially  yours, 


Bn  c* 


CABLE  ADDRESS  : 

“  INCULCATE,"  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 

A.  B,  C.  CODE,  4TH  EDITION 

OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
or  THE 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  u.s.a. 
156  fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


Madison  Square  Branch 
P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


Copy. 


November  9th,  1904. 


The  Rev*  Allen  Macy  Dulles,  D.  D. , 

Auburn,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Dulles 

Early  in  October  I  received  an  unsigned  letter  from  Water- 
town,  dated  October  1st,  expressing  surprise  and  disappointment  regard¬ 
ing  the  questions  which  had  arisen  as  to  the  appointment  of  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Gleysteen,  whom  Mr.  McConaughy  had  assigned  to  the  Water- 
town  church.  I  assumed  that  you  wrote  the  letter,  but  delayed  answer¬ 
ing  in  the  expectation  that  some  action  would  be  taken  by  the  Synod 
which  would  clear  the  situation.  When  that  action  was  taken,  I  was 
beyond  the  Mississippi  river  attending  as  a  representative  of  the  Board 
the  meetings  in  that  region  and  on  my  return  I  found  that  the  pending 
questions  had  not  yet  been  adjusted*  Just  what  the  outcome  is  to  be 
so  for  as  Mr.  Gleysteen  is  concerned^  I  do  not  know  as  the  Presbytery 
of  Brooklyn  is  to  give  further  consideration  to  the  matter  at  its  meet¬ 
ing  November  28th,  at  which  time  preb£biy^  the  whole  matter  will  be 
cleared* 

Meantime,  however,  it  ought  to  be  understood  by  our  friends 
in  Watertown  that  not  the  slightest  blame  can  be  attached  to  Mr.  McCcn- 
aughy.  When  Mr.  McConaughy  suggested  Mr.  Gleysteen  to  the  Watertown 
church,  the  latter  was  a  regularly  appointed  foreign  missionary  under 
appointment  to  the  Peking  Mission  and  no  questions  whatever  sc  for  as 
Mr.  McConaughy  knew  had  been  raised.  It  was  not  until  some  time  after¬ 
ward  that  Mr.  McConaughy  learned  of  the  complaint  to  Synod  and  at  that 
time  he  was  away  from  the  city  on  a  long  tour  among  the  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley.  The  questions  that  were  raised  regarding  Mr.  Gley- 


( Dulles) 


-2- 


steen  were  as  much  a  surprise  to  Mr.  McConaughy  as  to  anyone  else. 

The  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  sustained  Mr.  Gleysteen 's  examina¬ 
tion  and  ordained  him  by  a  three^fourths  majority,  and  October  25th 
the  Presbytery  emphatically  reiterated  its  approval  and  its  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  Board  to  send  him  to  the  field-  Mr-  Gleysteen  is  a  man  of 
exceptional  ability  and  of  fine  Christian  spirit  and  he  is  waiting  with 
true  Christian  courtesy  and  patience  until  the  adjustment  o:  the  qucs 
tions  which  have  been  raised  r-by — a  mm cri  ty  ©f  the  Pro oby t cry  <  v 


Cordially  yours, 


CABLE  ADDRESS: 
“INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 
a.  B.  C.  code,  4th  Edition 

Office  of  secretary 


THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
OF  THE 


PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


156  Fifth  Avenue 
NEW  YORK 


Madison  Square  branch 

P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


November  11th, 19C4. 


The  Rev.  Robert  R.  Booth,  D.  L.,  LL.D,, 

Ho$el  St.  Andrew,  New  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Booths - 

In  accordance  with  your  telephone  request  of  this  morning, 
I  have  pleasure  in  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Board's  action  of  w  ay  6th 
1902  * 

1  was  away  at  that  time  on  my  tour  of  Asia,  but  I  find  on 
referring  to  the  record  that  the  following  members  and  officers  of 
the  Board  were  present; 

Drs •  Alexander,  Booth,  Gregg,  Patterson,  Richards;  Messrs* 
Foster,  Ide,  James,  Stevenson,  stiger,  Underwood;  Secretaries,  Ellin 
wood,  Speer,  Halsey,  Penn  and  hr.  Hand  (Treasurer) . 

Cordially  yours, 


Anc » 


CABLE  ADDRESS: 
“inculcate,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 
a  B.  c.  Code,  4th  Edition 

Office  of  secretary 


The  board  of  foreign  Missions 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


156  fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


Madison  Square  branch 
P.  O.  BOX  NO.  2 


Hovomb  er  11  th  ,19  4. 


The  Rev*  Robert  K.  Booth,  D.  D. ,  BL •  •; . , 

H.o$el  St.  Andrew,  Hew  York  City. 

i.*y  dear  Dr.  Booths- 

In  accordance  with  your  telephone  request  of  this  morning, 
I  have  pleasure  in  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Board’s  action  of  hay  6th 
1902. 

L  was  away  at  that  time  on  my  tour  of  Asia,  but  I  find  on 
referring  to  the  record  that  the  following  members  and  officers  of 
t  he  B o  arc  w ere  present; 

Dr  s*  Alexander,  Booth,  Gregg,  rat  terser, ,  Richards;  !  essrs* 
foster,  Ido ,  James,  Stevenson,  stiger,  Underwood;  Secretaries,  Ellin 
wood,  Speer,  Halsey,  Fenn  and  .  r.  Hand  (Treasurer 

Cordially  yours. 


CABLE  ADDRESS: 
“INCULCATE,”  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 
a.  B.  C.  Code,  4th  Edition 

OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


The  board  of  foreign  missions 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


156  fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


Madison  Square  branch 

P.  O.  BOX  NO.  2 


Hove mb er  11 th ,  19  4 . 


The  Rev.  Robert  V. .  Booth,  B.  L . »  h-R.D., 

Hojel  r;t.  ignore w,  Uew  York  city. 

]  y  dear  Dr »  2 o o t h ; - 

In  accordance  with  your  telephone  request  of  this  morning, 

I  have  pleasure  in  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  o card's  action  of  otl* 

1902- 

I  was  away  at  that  ti«ie  cm  ray  tour  of  Asia,  but  i  fine  on 
referring  to  the  record  that  the  following  members  and  officers  of 
the  Board  were  present; 

Dr s *  Alexander,  Booth,  Gregg,  Patterson,  Richards;  i'essrs* 
Poster,  Id© ,  Janes,  it  even  nor.,  Gtiger,  Underwood;  Secretaries,  Ellin 
wood,  r.peer,  Halsey,  Term  and  hr.  Hand  (Treasurer). 

C  o rd i a 1 1  y  y our  s , 


Sue  • 


CABLE  ADDRESS  : 

'•  INCULCATE,"  NEW  YORK 
Foreign  Missions  Code 


The  Board  of  Foreion  Missions 

or  THE 


Madison  Square  Branch 
P.  O.  Box  No.  2 


A.B.C.  CODE,  4TH  EDITION 


PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S.A 

156  Fifth  Avenue 

NEW  YORK 


OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


Eov.  5th. ,  1904. 

The  Rev.  John  F.  Carson,  D.  D.  t  ^  t  jTUtk  

Central  Presbyterian  Church, 

Brooklym,  t.  Y. 


My  £earDr.  Carson: 


"ft®  are  informed  that  th©  Rev.  lr  1.  R,  Foote,  the 


Rev.  Frederick  Campbell,  the  Rev.  Walter  M.  Aikman,  Mr.  Darwin  R, 
James  and  Mr.  E.  3.  Terry,  in  complying  with  th©  request  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Brooklyn  Presbytery  to  withdraw  their  complaint  to  Synod 
regarding  the  ordination  of  the  Revs.  W.  H.  Gleysteen  and  F.  F„ 


Field,  did  so  only  with  the  express  understanding,  and  so  accepted 

by  the  committee  t©  wait  upon  the  complainants,  that  the  action  of 

the  Presbytery  is  understood  by  the  complainants  as  an  assurance 

that  men  shall  not  bo  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine  of  the  At  one - 

// 

m©nt  as  contained  in  our  standards. 


As  wd  understand  that  you  wert;  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  I 
venture  to  ask  whethet  this  "understanding11  was  "accepted"  by 
your  Committee  in  any  such  sens©  as  t©  warrant  the  inference  that 
in  the  cases  referred  to, the  Presbytery  had  ordained  men  '’who 
deny  th®  doctrine  ©f  the  Atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards"? 
Did  your  Committee  make  any  disclaimer  or  statement  in  reply  and 
if  so,  could  I  have  a  copy  of  it;  or  if  it  was  net  written,  your  own 
report  of  it? 

As  it  is  very  important  that  your  reply  should  reach  me  before 
Monday  noon,  it  would  be  a  great  favor  if  you  would  reply  in  the 
enclosed  envelope  ©n  which  I  have  placed  a  special  delivery  stamp. 
Enc.  Cordially  yours. 


COPY. 


5th  November,  1904, 


Rev,  Arthur  J.  sro wn,  I).  D. , 

Kew  York  City, 

!!y  dear  Dr.  Brov/n*. 

A  wedding  is  set  for  next  Monday  afternoon  at  4 
o'clock.  It  comes  plumpt  in  the  middle  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board.  I 
am  going  to  make  an  effort  to  get  out  of  it,  having  u ailed  to  geo  .he 
hour  changed. I  am  very  anxious  not  to  miss  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

I  have  Been  present  at  only  two  meetings  of  the  Presbytery.  The  one 
at  which  the  resolution,  which  you  quote  was  passed  appeared  as  large 
as  the  other,  tho  I  cannot  say  how  many  were  present.  It  was  certainly 
a  "fairly  representative  meeting"  of  the  Presbytery.  Dr.  Foote  was  not 
present.  «r.  James  was  not  present.  3ut  the  resolution  was  introduced 
in  a  perfectly  open  way  and  discussion  was  invited,  no  one  spoke  and  the 
resolution  was  adopted  unanimously.  I  heard  afterward  nothing  but  words 
of  pleasure  that  it  had  been  done.  Certainly  it  would  be  monstrous  to 
pretend  that  the  resolution  was  railroaded  through,  or  put  through  m  any 
clandestine  way.  It  was  introduced  by  Dr.  John  F.  Carson,  end  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it  except  that  I  saw  it  before  it  was  introduced.  Back  of  it 

were  Dr.  Hutchins,  and  my  good  Elder  Pearson. 

Personally  I  am  a  little  restive  under  the  tendency  to  go  back  of 
the  rreshytery  in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  standing-  If  I  were  entirely 
out  of  the  Board  and  did  not  know  the  spirit  of  the  brethren,  I  would 
be  inclined  to  rise  up  and  make  a  fight  against  any  movement  of  the  sort, 
and  I  know  several  men  outside  the  Board  who  incline  to  feel  rather  sharp 
about  this.  I  wanted  very  much  at  the  last  meeting  to  have  counseled  that 
the  matter  go  hack  to  the  Presbyteiy  if  there  was  reason  to  think  -that 
it  had  not  received  their  care.  Once  it  is  known  that  8  ±resbytery  has 
-iven  careful  thought  to  a  question  of  the  sort,  it  seems  highly  improper 
for  any  of  the  Boards  of  the  church  to  seek  to  pass  on  it  over  their  heads 

or  "behind  their  hacks.  Very  cordially 

sighed-  _  _ 

Island  B„  McAfe© 


COPY* 


v  th  M  gv em  b er ,  19  04 


Rev.  Arthur  J.  nr  own,  B.  p. , 

Eew  York  City. 

My  dear  hr.  Brown; 

A  wedding  is  set  for  next  Monday  afternoon  at  4 
©'clock.  It  coies  plumpt  in  the  middle  of  the  meeting-  of  the  Beard.  I 
am  going  to  make  an  effort  to  get  out  of  it,  having  failed  to  get  the 
hour  changed.  I  am  very  anxious  not  to  miss  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

I  have  been  present  at  only  two  meetings  of  the  Presbytery.  The  •ne 
at  which  the  resolution  which  you  quote  was  passed  appeared  as  large 
as  the  other,  the  I  cannot  say  how  many  were  present.  It  was  certainly 
a  Tl fairly  representative  meeting”  of  the  Presbytery,  hr.  Foote  was  not 
present.  Mr.  James  was  not  present.  But  the  resolution  was  introduced 
in  a  perfectly  open  way  and  discussion  was  invited.  Bo  one  spoke  and  the 
resolution  was  adopted  unanimously.  I  heard  afterward  nothing  but  words 
©f  pleasure  that  it  had  >©en  done.  Certainly  it  weuld  be  monstrous  t© 
pretend  that  the  resolution  was  railroaded  through,  or  put  through  in  any 
clandestine  way.  It  was  introduced  by  hr.  John  P.  Oars ©n,  and  I  had  nothing 
t©  do  with  it  except  that  I  saw  it  before  it  was  introduced,  back  of  it 
wore  hr.  Hutchins,  and  my  good  ;ider  hear sen. 

Personally  I  am  a  little  restive  under  the  tendency  to  go  back  of 

the  rresbytery  in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  standing-  If  I  were  entirely 

out  of  the  board  and  did  not  know  th©  spirit  ©f  the  brethren,  I  would 

be  inclined  to  rise  up  and  make  a  fight  against  any  movement  of  the  sort, 

and  I  know  several  men  outside  the  Board  who  incline  to  feel  rather  sharp 

about  this.  I  wanted  very  $uch  at  the  last  meeting  to  have  counseled  that 

the  matter  go  back  to  the  Presbytery  if  there  was  reason  to  think  that 

it  had  not  received  their  care.  Once  it  is  known  that  It  Presbytery  has 

given  careful  thought  to  a  question  of  the  sort,  it  seems  highly  improper 

for  any  of  the  Boards  of  the  church  to  seek  to  pass  on  it  over  their  heads 

or  behind  their  backs.  Very  cordially  ,£Esrx35 

sighed-  Cleland  B*  McAfee, 


COPY. 


5th  Kov  ember,  1904. 


Hey.  Arthur  J.  arown,  I).  I). , 

Saw  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Brown: 

A  wedding  is  set  for  next  Monday  afternoon  at  4 
©•deck.  It  comes  plump!  in  the  middle  of  the  meeting  of  the  Beard.  I 
am  going  to  make  an  effort  to  get  out  ©f  it,  having-  failed  to  get  the 
hour  changed.  I  am  Mery  anxious  not  to  miss  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

I  nave  been  present  at  only  two  meeting's  of  the  Iresbytery.  The  one 
a!  which  the  resolution  which  you  quote  was  pass-ed  appeared  as  large 
as  the  other,  the  I  cannot  say  how  many  were  present.  It  was  certainly 
a  " fairly  representative  meeting-'  of  the  Presbytery.  Dr.  Poote  was  not 
pr«t>en  i,.  -r.  Janes  was  not  present.  But  the  resolution  was  introduced 
in  a  perfectly  open  way  and  discussion  was  invited,  one  spoke  and  the 
resolution  was  adopted  unanimously .  I  heard  afterward  nothing  but  ?/ords 
Cj  pleasure  that  it  had  >een  done.  Certainly  it  would  be  monstrous  to 
pretend  that  the  resolution  was  railroaded  through,  or  put  through  in  any 
clandestine  way.  It  was  introduced  by  ur.  John  F.  Carson,  and  1  had  nothing 
t©  do  with  it  except  that  I  saw  it  before  it  was  introduced.  «ack  of  it 
were  Dr.  Hutchins,  and  my  good  cider  Pearson. 

personally  I  am  a  little  restive  under  the  tendency  to  go  back  ©f 

the  Presbytery  in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  standing.  If  I  were  entirely 

out  of  the  Board  snd  did  not  know  the  spirit  of  the  brethren,  I  would 

oe  jnoxined  to  rise  up  and  make  a  fight  against  any  movement  of  the  sort, 

and  I  know  several  men  outsid®  the  Board  who  incline  to  feel  rather  sharp 

a 00  - ■i" "•  '  ven i ed  very  £ueh  at  the  last  meeting  to  have  counseled  that 

the  matter  go  back  to  the  Presbytery  if  there  was  reason  to  think  that 

it  had  not  received  their  care.  Once  it  is  known  that  &  Irenbyt ery  has 

given  careful  thought  t©  a  question  of  the  sort,  it  seems  highly  improper 

iwr  any  o.-f  the  or  ris  of  the  church  to  seek  to  pass  on  it  over  their  heads 

Very  cordially#yHxxx 
sighed-  Cl eland  3.  McAfee. 


or  behind  their  backs. 


COPY. 


5th  WT— »<T.  1904 


Rev.  Arthur  J.  iir own,  id  1). , 

*©w  York  City. 

iy  ae^-r  Ur.  Brown* 

A  wedding  is  set  for  next  'lout ay  afternoon  at  4 
o'clock.  Xt  comes1,  plump!  in  the  middle  of  the  meeting  of  the  3®ard,  1 
&m  going  to  make  an  effort  to  get  out  of  it,  having  failed  to  get  the 
hour  changed,!  asa  vnsry  anxious  not  to  miss  the  next  meeting  of  the  Beard, 

I  have  been  present  at  only  two  meetings  of  the  resbytery,  the  one 
at  which  the  resolution  which  you  quote  was  passed  appeared  as  large 
as  the  other,  the  I  a  assy  were  present,  it  mm  certainly 

a  rt fairly  repress  Lve  ate  f  of  the  Presbytery,  hr,  foots  was  not 
present.  .  Femes  was  net  present,  but  the  resolution  was  in traduced 
in  a  perfectly  open  way  end  discuss  ic:  invited*  s©  she  »poke  and  the 

resolution  was  adopted  ua«n&$#tisly ,  I  heard  afterward  nothing  hut  words 
©f  pleasure  that  it  had  been  done.  Certainly  it  H&d  be  monstrous  to 
•etend  that  the  resolution  was  railroaded  through,  or  put  through  in  any 
clandestine  way.  It  was  introduced  'by  ur,  John  ?.  Carson,  and  1  had  nothin 
to  do  with  it  snoop t  that  X  saw  it  before  it  was  introduced.  ^aok  of  it 
were  Dr,  ]  ,  ■  ■  *  . 

Personally  I  am  a  little  restive  under  the  tendency  to  go  hack  of 
the  rre»bytery  in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  standing  .  If  I  were  entirely 
out  of  the  ;ourd  end  did  not  know  the  npirit  of  the  brethren,  i  would 
be  inclined  to  rise  up  and  make  a  fight  against  any  movement  of  the  sort, 
and  I  know  several  men  outside  the  Bc<  rd  who  incline  to  feel  rather  sharp 
about  this,  x  wanted  very  $uoh  at  the  leal  mooting  to  have  counseled  that 
the  natter  go  back  to  the  Iresbytery  if  there  was  reason  to  think  that 
it  had  not  received  their  care.  Cnee  it  i  own  that  it  Presbytery  has 
given  careful  thought  tc  a  quest  ion  of  the  sort,  it  seems  highly  improper 
for  any  of  the  Boards  of  the  church  to  seek  to  pass  on  it  over  their  heads 


or  behind  their  backs 


•• 


COPY. 

5  th  8 cv ember,  1904. 

Rev.  Arthur  J.  brown,  1).  £• , 

York  City. 

My  dear  lir.  Browns 

A  wedding  is  Mt  for  next  Monday  afternoon  at  4 
o'clock.  It  cones  plunpl  in  the  middle  of  the  meeting  of  the  Board.  I 
aa  going  to  make  an.  effort  to  get  out  of  it,  having  failed  to  get  the 
hour  changed.  I  m  very  anxious  not  to  mis*  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

I  have  been  present  at  only  two  meetings  of  the  Presbytery.  The  one 
at  which  the  resolution  which  you  quote  was  passed  appeared  as  large 
as  the  other,  tho  I  cannot  say  hew  many  were  present*  It  was  certainly 
&  *  fairly  representative  meeting*  of  the  Presbytery.  Dr.  hoot*  was  not 
present.  3r,  jtaM  was  not  preset.  But  the  resolution  was  introduced 
in  a  perfectly  open  way  and  discussion  was  invited.  .-»©  one  spoke  and  the 
resolution  wm  Adopted  Tmant^usly.  X  heard  afterward  nothing  tot  words 
of  pleasure  that  It  had  been  dene.  Certainly  it  would  be  monstrous  to 
pretend  that  the  resolution  was  railroaded  through,  or  put  through  in  any 
elan  destine  my.  Xt  ms  introduced  by  par,  John  F.  Careen,  sad  1  had  nothin 
to  do  with  it  except  that  X  saw  it  before  it  was  introduced,  book  of  it 
were  Dr.  Hutchins,  and  ay  good  .Cider  t©&rs«a. 

Personally  I  ©sa  a  little  restive  under  the  tendency  to  go  back  of 
the  rroobytery  in  matters  of  ecclesiastical  standing .  If  X  were  entirely 
out  of  the  Board  ssid  did  not  know  the  spirit  of  the  brethren,  X  would 
to  inclined  to  rise  up  and  make  a  fight  against  any  movement  of  the  serf, 

and  I  know  several  outside  the  .Board  who  incline  to  feel  rather  sharp 

/ 

about  this,  x  wanted  very  $uofc  at  the  last  meeting  to  have  counseled  that 
the  matter  go  back  to  the  Presbytery  if  there  was  reason  to  think  that 
it  had  not  received  their  care.  Once  it  is  known  that  &  Presbytery  has 
given  c^rofal  thought  to  a  question  of  the  sort,  it  seems  highly  improper 
for  any  of  the  Boards  of  the  church  to  seek  to  pass  on  it  over  their  heads 
or  behind  their  backs.  _  Yery  cordial lytjanae5 


COPY. 


near  Br.  Brown: 

t?y  letter  of  this  morning  made  reference  t#  the 
matter  of  your  special  delivery  letter  of  .his  date.  He  £j  lying 
to  your  specific  question  let  me  state  that  the  clause  which  yiu 
quote  was  added  by  Pr,  Foote  in  his  reply  to  nr.  Carson,  who 
sent  it  to  me.  I  at  once  wrote  Pr.  Carson  that  the  clause  seemed 
to  me  of  no  value  "because  we  were  notji  authorized  nor  prepared  to 
admit  that  any  violation  of  clause  had  ever  occurred.  Ileanwhile, 
he  wrote  Pr.  Foote  that  the  clause  had  attracted  his  attention 
and  that  it  must  1>e  plainly  understood  that  the  Committee  and 
the  Presbytery  were  not  admitting  any  such  offence  in  the  case 
of  the  two  men  under  discussion.  I  heard  Pr.  Carson  read  that 
letter,  and  it  was  most  explicit.  I  hope  he  will  send  you  a  copy. 

After  its  receipt  there  was,  I  understand,  ample  time  for 
the  consent  to  "be  withdrawn  and  the  complaint  prowecuted.  Let 
me  say  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  that  I  was  not  present  at 
the  examination  of  the  men,  "but  I  could  never  have  agreed  to  being 
a  party  to  so  weak  a  confession  of  guilt  as  such  an  admission 
would  imply. 

If  you  can  make  this  scrawl  out,  let  me  congratulate  you. 

Fraternally 


( signed)  Cleland  B.  McAfee* 


COPY 


r 


Dear  Dr,  Br®w»: 

y  letter  ©f  this  laorning  made  reference  to  the 
matter  of  your  special  delivery  letter  of  this  date*  Replying 
t©  your  specific  question  let  me  state  that  the  clause  -which  ypu 
quote  was  added  by  hr,  Foote  in  his  reply  to  ur.  Carson,  who 
sent  it  to  me.  I  at  once  wrote  Dr.  Carson  that  the  clause  seemed 
t#  me  of  no  value  because  were  net^  authorized  nor  prepared  to 
admit  that  any  violation  of  clause  had  ever  occurred.  Meanwhile, 
he  wrote  Dr.  Foote  that  the  clause  had  attracted  his  attention 
and  that  it  must  he  plainly  understood  that  the  Committee  and 
the  Presbytery  were  not  admitting  any  such  offence  in  the  case 
of  the  two  men  under  discussion.  I  heard  Dr,  Carson  read  that 
letter,  and  it  was  most  explicit*  I  hope  he  will  send  3/ on  a  copy. 

After’  its  receipt  there  was,  I  understand,  ample  time  for 
the  consent  to  be  withdrawn  and  the  complaint  prosecuted.  Let 
me  say  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  that  I  was  not  present  at 
the  examination  of  the  men,  but  I  could  never  have  agreed  to  being 
a  party  t©  s©  weak  a  confession  of  guilt  as  such  an  admission 
would  imply. 

If  you  can  make  this  0 crawl  out,  let  me  congratulate  you. 

Fraternally 

(signed)  C Island  3.  tlcAfee, 


cor  y. 


>;»ar  Dr.  Drown*. 

Hy  letter  of  this  morning  mad®  reference  to  the 
matter  of  your  special  delivery  letter  of  this  date.  Replying 
to  your  specific  question  let  m<©  state  that  the  clause  which  yfiu 
ote  was  added  by  Dr.  Foote  in  his  reply  to  hr.  Oaraoa,  'ho 
sent  it  t©  me.  I  at  ©nee  wrote  Dr.  Carson  that  the  clause  seemed 
t©  me  of  no  value  because  we  were  netfl  authorized  nor  prepared  te 
admit  that  any  violation  ®f  clausa  had  ever  occurred.  ::e.  awhile, 
he  wrote  Dr.  Feet®  that  the  clause  had  attracted  his  attention 
and  that  it  must  he  plainly  understood  that  the  Committee  and 
the  Presbytery  were  not  admitting  any  such  offence  in  the  case 
of  the  two  men  under  discussion.  I  heard  Dr.  Carson  read  that 
letter,  and  it  was  most  explicit.  I  hop®  he  will  send  you  a  copy. 

After  its  receipt  there  was,  I  understand,  ample  time  for 
the  eon se nt  to  be  withdrawn  and  the  complaint  prosecuted,  let 
me  say  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  that  I  was  not  present  at 
the  examination  of  the  men,  but  I  cculd  never  have  agreed  to  being 
£  party  t©  s©  weak  a  confession  of  guilt  as  such  an  admission 
would  imply. 

If  you  can  make  this  scrawl  out,  let  me  congratulate  you. 

Fraternally 


(signed)  Gleland  -3.  Ae.cf 


*«4 


COP*. 

Dear  Dr.  hr©wm: 

^Jy  letter  ©f  this  Morning:  raade  reference  to  the 
latter  of  your  spools ,'  liver y  letter  of  this  elate.  Replying 

to  your  specific  question  let  me  state  that  the  clause  ^hiofc  yen 
quote  was  added  ty  r;r.  Foots  in  his  reply  to  Sf,  darsem,  ^1© 
seat  it  to  me.  at  ones  arete  Dr*  c arson  that  the  clause  seemed 
te  me  of  ne  value  because  ve  were  net#  authorised  nor  prepared  to 
ait  that  any  violation  of  elas  had  ever  occurred.  Heeashile, 
he  wrote  t •  Fecte  that  the  clause  had  attracted  his  attention 
and  that  it  must  he  plainly  understood  that  the  Committee  and 
the  Presbytery  were  net  admitting  any  rnich  offence  in  the  case 
of  the  two  men  under  discuss  lor  ,  I  heard  Dr.  Carson  read  that 
letter,  and  it  was  most  explicit.  X  hope  he  will  send  you  a  copy. 

After  its  receipt  there  was,  I  understand ,  ample  time  for 
eensemt  te  he  withdraws  and  the  complaint  prosecuted,  let 
me  say  sp  a.  member  of  the  Committee,  that  1  was  not  present  at 
the  examination  of  the  sen,  but  I  could  never  have  agreed  t©  being 
a  party  to  so  weak:  a  confess  ion  of  guilt  as  such  an  admission 
would  imply. 

If  you  cm  make  this  scrawl  out,  let  m&  congratulate  you. 

Fraternally 

(  signed)  C  lei  and  3,  -Tcnfee, 


Extract  from  letter  of  the  Rev.  Cleland  3,  ’IcAfee,  ).  D.  , 


Oct,  19  th,  1904, 

My  o.ly  regret  about  last  Monday's  meeting  is  that  the  matter 
of  the  young  men  was  not  referred  "back  to  the  presbytery,  I  cannot 
speak  as  a  member  of  the  Board  but  as  a  presbyter  I  think  I  should 
have  preferred  to  have  the  Presbytery  enter  the  correspondence  with 

the  young  men  rather  than  the  Board.  I  am  afraid  of  any  of  the  Boards 

0 

taking  hold  of  matters  which  involve  the  investigation  of  doctrine. 
The  Presbytery  is  the  field  certainly  in  such  matters. 

The  installation  last  night  went  through  with  very  great 
success,  and  I  feel  that  we  have  started  on  a  good  year  of  work. 


C0I1.  lovember  7th,  1904. 

'ly  dear  Dr.  Brown; 

The  paper  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Iresbytery 
by  the  complainants  against  certain  actions  of  the  Iresbytery  in  the 
matter  of  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  H£  H.  Gleysteen  and  F.  E.  Field,  a 
copy  of  which  I  infer  you  have  received,  was  not  understood  by  either 
the  complainants  or  the  committee  as  a  condition  on  which  the  complaint 
would  be  withdrawn,  but  as  a  statement  of  the  complainant rs  position. 
This  paper  never  came  before  the  Presbytery.  The  only  matter  acted 
upop.  by  the  Iresbytery  was  the  brief  report  of  the  committee,  a  copy 
of  which  the  clerk  of  Presbytery  may  have  sent  you.  I  have  not  a  co_y 
of  that,  report  or  I  would  send  it  to  you. 

The  clause  in  the  statement  of  the  complainants;-  !,0ur  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  complaint  is  only  with  the  express  understanding,  and 
so  accepted  by  the  committee  to  wait  upon  the  complainants,  that 
the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by  the  complainants  as 
ah  assurance  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine 
of  the  atonement  as  contained  in  our  standards,’1-  was  prepared  by 
nr.  Foote  and  given  m  me  after  the  other  complainants  had  presented 
a  paper  which  did  not  contain  any  such  reference.  At  my  suggestion 
to  Dr.  Foote  his  paper  v/as  sent  to  the  other  complainants  and  they 
incorporated  it  in  their  paper.  I  enclose  you  the  original  paper 
submitted  by  the  complainants  and  which,  you  will  note,  does  not 
contain  any  reference  to  doctrine.  That  reference  was  Dr.  Foote Ts 
statement. 

In  accepting  that  statement  from  Dr.  Foote  I  said  to  him  that 
7/e  could  not  possibly  accept  it  if  it  was  understood  to  imply  that  the 
presbytery  had  at  any  time  ordained  men  who  denied  ,rthe  doctrine  of 
the  Atonement  as  stated  in  our  standards. TT  Dr.  Foote  clearly  under- 


9 


stood  this  and  readily  accepted  it.  Any  other  construction  of  this 
statement  is  a  misconstruction.  The  other  complainants  must  have 
so  understood  it,  for  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Campbell,  with  whom  I  had 
all  the  correspondence  for  all  the  complainants  except  Dr.  Foote,  I 
stated  the  understanding  between  Dr,  Foote  and  myself  in  accept¬ 
ing  his  statement,  I  said  in  my  letter  to  Dr.  Campbell;  ,TIn  acceijt- 
ing  Dr.  Foote fs  condition  I  distinctly  told  him  that  its  acceptance 
did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  had  ever  ordained  men  who  denied 
the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  stated  in  our  standards.  He  so 
understands  it.  The  same  must  hold  with  others  who  may  sign  his 
condition. rI 

Let  me  repeat,  and  as  emphatically  as  my  words  can  express 
it  that  Dr.  FooteTs  statement*  was  accepted  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  it  did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  of 
Brooklyn  had  ever  ordained  men  who  denied  the  doctrine  of  the 
Atonement  a &  stated  in  our  terms. 

Permit  me  to  spy  that  the  resolution  re-commending  the  two 
young  men  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  for  appointment  to  the 
foreign  field  was  passed  by  the  Presbytery  writhout  a  dissenting 
vote.  It  is  right  to  say  that  Dr.  Foote  was  not  present  at  that 
meeting,  hut  knowing  him  as  I  do  I  feel  confident  that  he  would 
not  have  opposed  the  resolution. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

( signed)  !.  F.  Carson. 


COIY. 


Rovemb er  7th,  1904, 


JHy  dear  Dr.  Brown: 

The  paper  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  presbytery 
by  the  complainants  against  certain  actions  of  the  i resbytery  in  the 
matter  of  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  IS  H.  Oxleys  teen  and  F.  R.  Field,  a 
copy  of  which  I  infer  you  have  received,  was  not  un&erstc  e  ••  1 

the  complainant s  or  the  committee  as  a  condition  on  which  the  complaint 
would  he  withdrawn,  hut  as  a  statement  of  the  complainants  position. 
This  paper  never  came  before  the  Presbytery.  The  only  mailer  acie<- 
upo$  by  the  Presbytery  was  the  brief  report  of  the  committee,  a  copy 
of  which  the  clerk  of  Presbytery  may  have  sent  you.  I  have  not  a  copy 
of  that  report  or  I  would  send  it  to  you. 

The  clause  in  the  statement  of  the  complainants:-  "Our  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  complaint  is  only  with  the  express  understanding,  end 
so  accepted  by  the  committee  to  wait  upon  the  complainants,  that 
the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by  the  complainants  as 
ah  assurance  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine 
of  the  atonement  as  contained  In  our  standards,"-  was  prepared  by 
Dr.  Foot®  and  given  to  me  after  the  other  complainants  had  presented 

j 

a  pane®  which  did  not  contain  any  such  reference.  At  my  suggestion 
to  Dr.  Foote  his  paper  was  sent  to  the  other  complainants  and  they 
incorporated  it  in  their  paper.  I  enclose  you  the  original  paper 

submitted  by  the  complainants  and  which,  you  will  note,  does  not 

/  /  * 

contain  any  reference  to  doctrine.  That  reference  was  Dr.  Foote’s 

/ 

statement. 

In  accepting  that  statement  from  Dr.  Foote  I  said  to  him  that 
we  could  not  possibly  accept  it  if  it  was  understood  to  imply  that  the 
presbytery  had  at  any  time  ordained  men  who  denied  "the  doctrine  of 
the  Atonement  as  stated  in  our  standards."  Dr.  Foote  clearly  under- 


-2- 

stood  this  said  readily  accepted  it.  Any  other  construction  ol  this 
statement  is  a  misconstruction.  The  other  complainants  must  have 
so  understood  it,  for  in  a  letter  to  hr.  Campbell,  with  whom  I  had 
all  the  correspondence  for  all  the  complainants  except  Dr,  Foote,  x 
stated  the  understanding  between  Dr.  Foote  and  myself  in  accept¬ 
ing  his  statement.  X  said  in  my  letter  to  Dr.  Campbell:  "In  accept¬ 
ing  Dr.  Foote's  condition  I  distinctly  told  him  that  its  acceptance 
did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  had  ever  ordained  men  who  denied 
the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  stated  in  our  standards.  Ho  so 
understands  it.  The  same  must  hold  with  others  who  may  sign  his 
condition.* 

Let  me  repeat,  and  as  emphatically  as  my  words  can  express 
it  that  Dr.  Foote's  statement  was  accepted  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  it  did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  of 
Brooklyn  had  ever  ordained  men  who  denied  the  doctrine  of  the 
Atonement  stated  in  our  terms. 

Permit  me  to  s  §y  that  the  res  elution  re-eommen&inf5  the  tw® 
young  men  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  for  appointment  to  the 
foreign  field  was  passed  by  the  Presbytery  without  a  dissenting 

o 

vote.  It  is  right  to  say  that  Dr.  Foote  was  not  present  at  that 
meeting,  but  knowing  him  as  I  do  1  feel  confident  that  he  would 
not  have  opposed  the  resolution, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


{ signed)!.  F.  Carson, 


QQ-£Y,  Fovenber  7th,  19C4# 

Ly  dear  Dr.  Brown: 

(The  paper  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  presbytery 
"by  the  complainants  against  certain  actions  of  the  presbytery  in  the 
matter  of  the  ordination  of  the  Bov.  WE  H«  0 ley steen  and  P.  3#  Field,  a 
copy  of  which  I  infer  you  have  received,  was  not  understood  by  either 
the  complainants  or  the  committee  as  a  condition  on  which  ‘-he  complaint 
would  be  withdrawn,  but  as  a  statement  of  the  0  Oaplainsnt  *  &  position. 
Phis  paper  never  came  before  the  Presbytery.  The  only  matter  acted 
upo$  by  the  Presbytery  was  the  brief  report  of  the  committee,  a  copy 
of  which  the  clerk  of  Presbytery  may  have  sent  you.  I  have  not  a  copy 
of  that  report  or  X  would  send  it  to  you. 

■3$  clause  in  the  statement  of  the  complainants i **  Our  with- 
draws!  of  the  ecmplaiat  is  Only  with  the  express  understanding ,  and 
so  accepted  by  the  committee  to  wait  upon  the  complainants,  that 
the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by  the  complainants  as 
ah  assurance  that  men  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine 
of  the  atonement  as  contained  in  cur  standards,’*-  was  prepared  by 
Dr.  Foote  and  ^iven  to  me  after  the  Other  complainants  had  presented 
a  paper  which  did  not  contain  any  such  reference.  ;.t  my  suggestion 
to  Dr.  Foote  hie  paper  was  sent  to  the  other  complainants  and  they 
incorporated  it  in  their  paper.  I  enclose  you  the  original  paper 
submitted  by  the  complainants  m  lich,  you  will  note,  does  not 
contain  any  reference  to  doctrine,  that  reference  was  Dr.  Foote's 
statement. 

In  accepting  that  statement  from  Dr.  Foote  I  said  to  him  that 
we  could  not  possibly  accept  it  if  it  was  understood  to  imply  that  the 
presbytery  had  at  any  time  ordained  men  vho  denied  ’’the  doctrine  of 
th©  Atonement  as  stated  in  our  standards. *  Dr.  Foote  clearly  under- 


stood  this  said  readily  accepted  it.  Any  other  construction  of  this 
statement  is  a  misconstruction.  The  other  complainants  must  have 
so  understood  it,  for  in  a  letter  to  Ar.  Campbell,  with  whom  X  had 
all  the  correspondence  for  all  the  complainants  except  Dr.  Foote,  I 
stated  the  understanding  between  Dr.  Foote  and  myself  in  accept¬ 
ing  his  statement.  1  said  in  my  letter  to  Dr.  Campbell:  11 1 n  accept¬ 
ing  Dr.  Foote's  condition  I  distinctly  told  him' that  its  acceptance 
did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  had  ever  ordained  men  who  denied 
the  doctrine  of  tho  .Atonement  as  stated  in  our  standards.  Ho  so 
understands  it.  The  same  must  hold  with  others  who  may  sign  his 
cone)  it  ion,  *’ 

peat,  and  as  emphatically  as  my  words  can  express 
It  Dr.  Foote's  statement*  was  accepted  with  the  distinct 

understanding  that  it  did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  of 
Brooklyn  had  ever  ordained  men  who  denied  the  doctrine  of  the 
Atonement  sfe  stated  in  our  terms. 

Demit  me  to  spy  that  the  resolution  re -commanding  the  two 
young  men  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  for  appointment  to  the 
foreign  field  was  passed  by  the  Presbytery  without  a  dissenting- 
vote.  It  is  right  to  say  that  Dr.  Foote  was  not  present  at  that 
meeting,  but  knowing  him  as  I  do  X  feel  confident  that  he  would 
not  have  opposed  the  resolution. 

Yevy  sincerely  yours. 


{ sign ed )  J.  F.  Ca *0  on . 


cor*. 


i;  ov  e m her  7  th,  1 -  C -  • 


dear  Dr,  m own; 

The  paper  submitted  to  the  committee  of  lreabyt*ry 
by  the  complainants  against  certain  actions  of  the  Presbytery  in  the 
matter  of  the  ordination  of  the  Itov.  m  H.  Cleyateea  and  P.  55.  Mcli.  a 
oogy  of  which  I  infer  you  have  received,  was  not  understood  by  either 
the  complainants  or  the  committee  as  a  condition  on  which  the  conjoint 
would  he  withdrawn,  hut  a*  a  statement  of  the  oanplainant's  position, 
fflhis  payer  never  cam  before  the  Presbytery.  She  only  matter  acted 
uyo#  by  the  ireabytery  was  the  brief  report  of  the  eowmittee.  a  cost 
of  which  the  el  ex*  of  Preebytexy  may  have  sent  you.  X  have  not  a  oo.y 


of  that  report  or  1  would  send  it  to  yov* 

clause  1 a  the  statement  of  the  complainants:  -  "Our  with¬ 
draw^  Of  the  complaint  is  only  with  the  express  understanding,  and 
bo  accepted  by  the  committee  to  wait  upon  the  complainants,  that 
the  action  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by  the  complainant s  e s 
^  assurance  that  men  shall  not  be  .ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine 
of  the  efceaeoe&t  a.-  Ined  in  cur  standards,*-  m&  prepared  by 

Dr*  foot©  and  giwn  to  me  after  the  other  complainants  had  presented 
a  which  did  not  contain  my  such  reference*  it  Wf  suggest ion 

to  Dr.  Foote  Ms  paper  was  sent  to  the  ether  complainants  cad  they 
incorporated  it  in  their  paper*  I  enclose  you  the  original  paper 
submitted  by  the  complainants  and  which,  yon  w  -  ^  ••  '• 0 v' 

contain  any  reference  to  doctrine*  Chat  reference  was  Dr.  Foote’s 

statement* 

In.  accepting  that  statement  fresn  Dr*  Foote  I  said  to  him  that 
we  could  not  possibly  accept  it  if  it  was  understood  to  imply  that  the 
presbytery  had  at  any  time  ordained  men  vho  denied  "the  doctrine  of 
the  Atonement  as  stated  in  our  -lards."  Dr*  Foote  clearly  under- 


.  v 

stood  this  and  readily  accepted  it.  Any  other  construction  of  this 
statement  is  a  misconstruction.  The  other  complainants  must,  have 
so  understood  it,  for  in  a  letter  to  ?r.  Campbell,  with  whom  I  had 
all  the  correspondence  for  all  the  complainants  except  ur.  Foote,  1 
stated  the  I  rstan&i]  &  :;r.  Foote  and  myself  la  oept- 

tag  his  statement.  1  said  in  my  letter  to  In*.  Campbell:  1T In  accept¬ 
ing  Dr.  Foot©1®  condition  I  distinctly  told  him  that  its  acceptance 
did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  had  ever  ordained  men  who  denied 
the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  stated  in  our  standards.  He  »o 
understands  it.  The  asm©  must  hold  with  oth ■  F*  v.fco  may  sign  his 
condition.’’ 

Dot  :nc  repeat,  and  as  emphatically  as  my  word  a  can  express 
it  that  or.  Foots* s  statement  was  accepted  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  it  did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  of 
Brooklyn  had  ever  ordained  men  who  denied  the  doctrine  of  the 

%n  cur  terms. 

remit  me  to  any  that  the  resolution  re -commending.  th#  two 
young  men  to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Viestons  for  appointment  to  the 
foreign  field  was  passed  by  the  Frestytery  without  a  dissenting 
«  It  is  right  to  say  that  Dr.  Foote  was  net  present  at  that 
meeting,  but  knowing  him  as  X  do  I  feel  confident  that  he  would 
not  have  opposed,  the  resolution. 

Very  sincerely  .your e, 

{ sign ed }  T.  F.  Ca it;  on . 


SCI*. 


yovember  7th,  19c4,# 


’$y  dear  Pr,  Brown: 

The  paper  submitted  to  the  C<wmittee  of  I resbytery 
by  the  ecraplsdnsmts  against  certain  actions  of  the  Treabytery  in  the 
matter  of  the  ordination  of  the  Bo*.  M  S.  Cl#yst*#»  and  F.  8.  Field,  a 
(joi^r  of  which  1  infer  you  have  received,  was  not  understood  by  either 
the  c omplstnsatg  or  the  eosmitiee  as  a  condition  on  whxeh  the  complaint 
would  he  withdrawn,  hut  m  a  statement  of  the  ooapl&lsiaRi's  position. 
Thi a  paper  never  earns  before  the  Presbytery.  '-he  only  mevter  ao  vea 
upo$  by  the  Presbytery  was  the  brief  report  of  the  comniitwee,  a  c°py 
of  which  the  el er?c  of  Presbytery  may  have  sent  you.  I  have  not  a  oo..y 
of  that  report  or  X  would  send  it  to  you. 

The  clause  In  the  statement  of  the  complainant©: -  'Cur  wit!  - 
draw#  of  the  oenplalftt  is  only  with  the  express  under  standing,  and 
0©  accepted  by  the  ooessittee  to  wait  upon  the  complainants,  that 
the  action,  of  the  Presbytery  is  understood  by  the  complainants  as 
ah  assurance  that  mm  shall  not  be  ordained  who  deny  the  doctrine 
of  the  atonement  m  contained  in  our  standards, was  prepared  hy 
Dr.  Foote  and  |im  to  me  after  the  other  ooapl&inaata  had  presented 
a  paper  which  did  not  contain  any  such  reference.  At  say  suggestion 
to  Dr.  foots  Ms  paper  was  sent  to  the  other  eosplainsnts  and  they 
incorporated  it  in  their  paper.  I  enclose  you  the  origins!  paper 
submitted  by  the  eomplsinaata  and  which,  you  will  note,  does  not 
contain  any  refer#***#  to  doc  trine.  That  reference  was  Dr,  Foote’s 
statement. 

In  accepting  that  statement  frera  'Dr.  Foot#  x  said  to  him  that 
we  could  not  possibly  accept  it  if  it  was  understood  to  Imply  that  the 
presbytery  had  at  any  time  ordained  men  who  denied  ‘’the  doctrine  of 
the  Atonement  m  stated  in  our  standards."  Dr.  Foote  clearly  under- 


stood  this  and  readily  accepted  it.  .Any  other  construction  of  this 
statement  is  a  misconstruction.  The  other  complainants  must  have 
so  understood  it.  for  in  a  letter  to  ?r*  c&mpbsll,  with  whom  I  had 
all  the  correspondence  for  all  the  complainants  oxoejit  l'r*  Foote.  I 
stated  the  tmderat ending  between  Pr.  Foote  and  myself  in  aooepi- 

g  etc-. temntm  X  said  in  my  letter  to  Sr*  Oaapbell?  'rln  accept* 
inr  rr.  Foote's  condition  X  distinctly  told  him  that  its  acceptance 
did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  had  ever  ordained  men  who  denied 
the  doctrine  of  the  Atonement  as  stated  in  onr  standards*  He  no 
understands  it.  7h#  »e  must  hold  with  others  ufc©  may  sign  his 
coin:  ition*1' 

let  rac  repeat ,  and  as  emphatically  as  my  words  can  express 
i,;  yr.  Footed,  statement?’  ms  accepted  with  the  distinct 

understanding  that  it  did  not  imply  that  the  Presbytery  of 
Brooklyn  hurl  ever  ordained  men  who  tended  the  doctrine  of  the 
Atonement  a&  stated  in  our  terras. 

Pemit  sic  to  asvy  thsfc  the  resolution  re*caaa«nAin^  the  two 
you:  a  men  to  the  Hoard  of  Foreign  Pi  fig  ion  a  for  appointment  to  the 
foreign  field  ms  passed  hy  the  Trcsbytery  will  out  a  dissenting 
vote*  '  la  right  to  say  that  !>r.  Foote  was  net  present  at  that 
meeting,  hut  knowing  him  m  I  do  1  feci  confident  that  he  would 
not  have  opposed  the  resolution. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


( signed) J»  P.  Carbon* 


November  7,  1004 


"Iy  dear  Dr,  Brown; 

1  enclose  herewith.  letter  which  you  request,  1  ssad 
aid®  the  first  paper  submitted  by  all  the  c omplainantu  except  Dr. 
Foote,  which  covers  only  technical  points  in  the  complaint. 

I  send  you  als®  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  sent  to  Dr, 
Campbell,  the  salient  point  of  •hich  I  quote  in  my  letter  to  you. 
Kindly  return  to  me  the  original  complaint.  You  need  not  return  the 
letter  to  Dr,  Campbell  as  I  have  another  copy. 

Let  me  say  that  some  of  us  in  Brooklyn  feel  pretty  keenly 
on  this  whole  matter,  I  personally  do  not  know  the  two  young  men 
and  never  have  seen  them.  But  they  are  vouched  for  by  the  over¬ 
whelming  v®te  of  our  Presbytery,  only  three  men  being  in  any  doubt 
as  to  their  views.  The  vital  issue  in  the  complaint  of  the  breth¬ 
ren  was  not  doctrinal,  except  with  Dr,  Foote,  but  was  on  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  irregularity  in  action.  To  raise  the  doctrinal  question  no 
is  to  practically  bring  a  new  issue.  The  resbytery  vouches  for 
the  doctrinal  standing  of  these  men  and  in  not  one  utterance  on 
the  floor  of  presbytery  or  in  conference  with  any  of  the  complain¬ 
ants  was  there  an  admission  on  our  part  that  the  young  men  were 
theologically  unsound,  I  cannot  make  this  too  emphatic. 

I  hope  the  Board  will  respect  the  Presbytery’s  finding  and 
decision  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Tresbytery  is  the 
judge  of  the  theological  standing  of  men  whom  it  ordains. 

Sincerely  yours, 

( signed)  J,  F.  Carson. 


November  7,  1904. 


My  dear  Dr,  Brown*. 

I  enclose  herewith  letter  which  you  request,  I  sued 
aide  the  first  paper  submitted  by  all  the  complainants  except  Dr. 
Foote,  which  covers  only  technical  points  in  the  complaint. 

I  send  you  ale®  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  sent  te  Dr. 
Campbell,  the  salient  point  of  which  I  quote  in  my  letter  to  you. 
Kindly  return  te  me  the  original  complaint.  You  need  not  return  the 
letter  to  Dr.  Campbell  as  I  have  another  copy. 

let  me  say  that  some  of  us  in  Brooklyn  feel  pretty  keenly 
on  this  whole  matter.  I  personally  do  not  know  the  two  young  men 
and  never  have  seen  them.  But  they  are  vouched  for  by  the  over¬ 
whelming  vote  of  our  Presbytery,  only  three  men  being  in  any  doubt 
as  to  their  views.  The  vital  issue  in  the  complaint  of  the  breth¬ 
ren  was  not  doctrinal,  except  with  Dr.  Foote,  but  was  on  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  irregularity  in  action.  To  raise  the  doctrinal  question  no 
is  to  practically  bring  a  new  issue.  The  Presbytery  vouches  for 
the  doctrinal  standing  of  these  men  and  in  not  one  utterance  on 
the  fleer  of  presbytery  or  in  conference  with  any  of  the  complain¬ 
ants  was  there  an  admission  on  our  part  that  the  young  men  were 
theologically  unsound.  X  cannot  make  this  too  emphatic, 

I  hope  the  Beard  will  respect  the  Presbytery’s  finding  and 
decision  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Presbytery  is  the 
judge  of  the  theological  standing  of  men  whom  it  ordains. 

Sincerely  yours, 


(signed)  J.  F,  Carson. 


November  7,  19 C4. 


My  dear  Dr,  Brown*. 

I  rnclose  herewith.  letter  which  you  request,  I  scad 
aldo  the  first  paper  submitted  by  all  the  complainants  except  Dr, 
Foote,  which  covers  only  technical  points  in  the  complaint. 

I  send  you  also  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  sent  to  Dr, 
Campbell,  the  salient  x^oint  of  which  I  quote  in  my  letter  to  you. 
Kindly  return  to  me  the  original  complaint,  you  need  not  return  the 
letter  to  Dr.  Campbell  as  I  have  another  copy. 

let  me  say  that  sane  of  us  in  Brooklyn  feel  pretty  keenly 
on  this  whole  matter,  I  personally  do  not  know  the  two  young  men 
arid  never  have  seen  them,  But  they  are  vouched  for  by  the  over¬ 
whelming  vote  of  our  Presbytery,  only  three  men  being  in  any  doubt 
as  to  their  views.  -The  vital  issue  in  the  complaint  of  the  breth¬ 
ren  was  not  doctrinal,  except  with  Dr.  Foote,  but  was  on  the  mat-  > 
ter  of  irregularity  in  action,  $0  raise  the  doctrinal  question  no/ 
is  to  practically  bring  a  new  issue,  the  Bros by tery  vouches  for 
the  doctrinal  standing  of  these  men  and  in  not  one  utterance  on 
the  floor  of  Presbytery  or  in  conference  with  any  of  the  complain¬ 
ants  was  there  an  admission  on  our  part  that  the  young  men  were 
theologically  unsound.  X  cannot  make  this  too  emphatic. 

I  hope  the  Board  will  respeot  the  Presbytery's  finding  end 
decision  in  this  master,  it  seems  to  me  that  th©  Presbytery  is  the 
judge  of  the  theological  standing  of  men  whom  it  ordains. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  J.  P.  Carson. 


Boverabor  7,  19c  ;. 


A 


!!y  dear  Dr,  Brown; 

I  enclose  henarvith  letter  which  yon  request,  1  snsd 
alio  the  first  iJ&pcr  suhsltteA  by  all  the  oom  plain  ante  except  Dr, 
Foote,  which  covers  only  technical  points  in  the  complaint. 

X  send  you  also  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  sent  to  Dr. 
Campbell,  the  sail-  .  of  which  I  quote  in  my  letter  to  yon. 

Kindly  return,  to  me  the  original  eospl&int.  You  need  not  return  the 
letter  to  Dr.  Campbell  as  X  have  another  copy. 

Let  me  say  that  some  of  us  in  Brooklyn  feel  pretty  keenly 
on  this  whole  matter.  I  personally  do  not  know  the  two  young  men 
and  never  have  s@«n  them.  But  they  are  vouched  for  by  the  over¬ 
whelming  vote  of  our  Presbytery,  only  three  men  being  in  any  doubt 
as  to  their  view©.  Sh®  vital  issue  in  the  complaint  of  the  breth¬ 
ren  was  not  doctrinal*  except  with  Dr.  Foote*  but  was  on  the  mat- 
tar  of  irregularity  in  action.  Do  raise  the  doctrinal  question  no 
is  to  practically  bring  a  now  issue.  The  Dresbytery  vouches  for 
the  doctrinal  standing  of  these  men  and  in  not  on©  utterance  on 
the  floor  of  presbytery  cr  in  conference  with  any  of  the  complain¬ 
ants  was  there  an  admission  on  our  part  that  the  young  men  were 
theologically  unsound*  I  cannot  make  this  too  emphatic. 

1  hope  the  Board  will  respect  the  Presbytery's  finding  and 
decision  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to  m®  that  the  Presbytery  is  the 
judge  of  the  theological  standing  of  men  whom  it  ordains. 

Sincerely  yours, 

( signed)  J.  F.  Carson. 


toveaber  7,  19 C4, 


Ify  dear  Dr*  Brora: 

1  enclose  herewith  letter  which  you  request .  X  sued 
alfio  the  first  paper  submitted  by  all  the  complainant*?  except  Dr. 
Foote,  which  covers  only  technical  points  in  the  complaint. 

I  send  you  also  a  copy  of  the  letter  Mid  eh  I  sent  to  Dr. 
(ksnpVXl,  the  salient  point  of  which  l  quote  In  ;>ay  letter  to  you. 
Kindly  ro turn  to  me  the  original  complaint,  you  need  net  return  the 
letter  to  hr,  Campbell  as  X  have  another  copy. 

let  ise  ssy  that  eoae  of  ue  in  Brooklyn  feel  pretty  keenly 
on  this  whole  er.  2  .personally  do  not  know  the  two  young  men 
end  never  have  mm  them,  nut  they  are  vouched  for  by  the  over¬ 
whelming;  vote  cf  our  FreaTjy tery,  only  three  men  being  in  any  doubt 
as?,  to  their  views.  The  vital  issue  in  the  complaint  of  the  breth¬ 
ren  wac  not  doctrinal,  except  *lth  hr.  Foote,  but  was  on  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  irregularity  in  action.  To  rales  the  doctrinal  question  no 
is  to  practically  briny  a  new  issue.  The  Presbytery  vouches  for 
the  doctrinal  standing  of  these  men  and  in  not  one  utterance  On 
the  floor  of  Freebytery  or  in  oo&ferenoe  with  any  of  the  ceuplaln* 
ant-s  was  there  an  admission  on  our  part  that  the  young  men  were 
theologically  unsound.  X  cannot  asske  this  too  «m|hatio. 

I  hope  the  Board  will  respect  the  j^reabyt cry's  finding  and 
decision  in  this  natter,  Xt  eee&s  to  sie  tSi&t  the  Fmsbytery  is  the 
judge  of  the  theological  standing  of  mm  vhm  it  ordains. 

Sincerely  yours. 


(signed)  J.  F.  Carson. 


r"1 
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,  'Ji  &*** 

[  v , 


The  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Brown,  B.D.,  Sec *y  Board  of  Foreign  Mis’ns/ 
Dear  Brother: 

Replying  to  the  letter  of  the  Board  of' 

Foreign  Missions,  of  Nov.  9th  ult.,  addressed  by  you  as  Secretary  to 

the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn  through  me  as  Stated  Clerk  of  the  body,  I 

respectfully  report  that,  at  its  stated  meeting  held  on  Monday,  Nov. 

28th,  the  Presbytery  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

“Presbytery  commends  the  zeal  of  the  Foreign  Board  that  only  men 
“sound  in  the  faith  be  sent  to  the  foreign  field,  a;nd  its  recognition 

“that  the  determination  of  that  soundness  is  the-  concern  of  the  Pres- 

“byterj<5rather  thanf^he  Board  itself.  It  gladly  makes  reply  to 

A 

“the  Board’s  inquiry  that  during  the  examination  for  ordination  of 
“the  Rev ._  Mr.  Field  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  G-leysteen  special  attention  wa£ 
“Daid  to  t*heir  belief  in  the  important  doctrine  of  the  atoning  sacri- 

“flee  .of  Christ,  and  they  so  approved  themselves  to  the  Presbytery  as 

A 

“brethren  sound  in  th/rfaith,  and  they  were  accordingly  ordained.” 

Yours  truly, 


d  Clerk,  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn. 


~r> 


